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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF FAITH 

Our services are currently held at the  
355 State Route 7 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Important Dates: 

April  

May 

Sunday, April 3rd:  First Official Church 
Membership meeting to formally move forward 
with the incorporation of our church. 

Saturday, April 23rd:  Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 
the Inn of Cobleskill – 8:00 am 

Greetings to all of you!  First of all, thank you all for your positive feedback regarding our first 
official newsletter.  Everyone really seemed to like the format.  Please remember that this 
newsletter is for everyone and everyone is welcome to contribute to it.  You will see we have 
added a few suggestions that we received in this newsletter, and I look forward to only enhancing 
the format in the future.  I am so excited to be on this journey with all of you as we move forward 
with our new church.  As always, please let me know if you think someone would appreciate 
receiving a copy of this newsletter and I will be happy to send them one.  Remember, the deadline 
for submissions for the monthly newsletter is the 25th of the month.  You can email me at 
kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or mail me any submissions. 

God Bless, 

Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

 

“Jesus didn’t come to start a religion.  He came to have a relationship with you.  He has a 
purpose and a destiny for your life.” 

-Joel Osteen 

Saturday, April 30th:  Church Budget Meeting 
with Trustees, Treasurer, and Secretary (church 
members welcome also)  - will be held at our 

May 

Saturday, May 14th:  Bi-Laws Subcommittee at 
10:00 am at Karla Bates Home 
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 

 

“Incorporation” 

To incorporate, a popular word and seemingly necessary part of our world today with all of its 
legalisms.   

As I sat staring at this word I was reflecting on our church.  I wondered if it isn’t more than just a 
legal reference.   The root word is incorporate and the dictionary defines it as: to unite or work into 
something already existent so as to form an indistinguishable whole, to blend or combine 
thoroughly.  Yes, that’s it...to unite and work into something.  To blend and combine thoroughly so 
as to result in an indistinguishable whole.   

Together we are many people, with many histories, experiences, and gifts to share.  Individually 
we are people who have preferences and comfort zones.  We can get excited to see an idea put into 
action.  Either something from our history of experiences, something we may have heard about 
being used by others, or even something new from our own creative gifts.  An incorporated body 
must have a leader.  I remind us that ours is the indisputable perfect leader......GOD.  As the head 
of our body God is allowing us to share in the responsibility that comes with this unified body 
where two or three gather in His name.   

We will all share in the responsibility going forward by knowing that the standard is already 
written...the word of God.  The Bible says God created humanity in the image of God...in the 
image of God.  Let us continually look to our perfect leader and ask, is this how we should do this 
God?  Let us also look for that created image of God in each other and ask what do you think 
about this my friend?  Let us seek before we speak.  Let us have tact before we act.  Let us, 
together, always pray so we will not stray.  We are not alone, we live in God’s world, who has 
created and is creating. Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; Shall you not 
know it?  I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert, says the Lord.   

In God We Trust… 

Love and Prayers,  

Pastor Dave  
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Our Thoughts and Prayers Go Out 
To: 

Sarah Keegan, Jeannie Stoddard, 
Lori, Rick Warner, Karen Swisher, 
Doug Rickard, Earl Manchester, 
Carol Coltrain, Melinda, MaryLou, 
Monte Thompson, Claire Tessier, 
Doug Frisbee, Deanna 
Southworth, Andrew Boord, Cara 
W., Barbara Fellows, Faith 
Kilmeyer, Lyndsey (John & Dottie 
Gerdes Granddaughter) 

Member News From Our Church Community 

Our Celebrations and Praises For: 

• For an amazing and Inspiring Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday Worship Services and for all who could join us 

• The legal guidance we are receiving from Mr. Cahill in 
forming our new Church and corporation 

• For our members who have volunteered to serve as a 
Trustee and/or serve on one of the committees formed 

• For another successful Pancake Breakfast on March 
19th 

• For the Calvary Assembly of God for allowing us to 
continue using this building  

• For a very successful Organizational Board & 
Membership Meeting on April 3rd! 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

April 1st: Ms. Doris Blake’s Birthday 

April 2nd:   Peggy Himes’ Birthday 

April 13th:    Robert Gaylor 

April 14th: Kevin Collins’ Birthday 

April 23rd: Kathy Davis’ Birthday 

April 26th: Dan Kniskern’s Birthday 

We hope you have a wonderful Birthday! 

 
Please make sure we have your birthday and/or anniversary on file – contact Millie Weigard at 
milliew969@gmail.com or contact her at 518-823-4084 (before 9:00 p.m.) 
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

April Showers 

 by Millie Wiegand 

The old adage says: “April showers bring May flowers”. Well, this year, we were blessed with 
many warm showers in March. Buds are already forming, shoots of green are bursting forth out of 
the ground, and hopes of warm days and plans for summer gardens abound.  But as hardy upstate 
New Yorkers, we know that a blast of frost could still run through our valley and so we are 
cautious about beginning our planting. 

In the same way, as we seek to establish a new covenant under the banner of the Christian 
Community Church of Faith, we are both hopeful and cautious.  We are trying to build a new 
entity, based on our knowledge of previous church structure, and yet also include the independent 
spirit that pervades this group. We rely on the guidance and grace of God to show us the way. We 
also know that it will take a lot of hard work, but we are used to that. 

I have never really been a pioneer, or new adapter, or an original thinker. I can do a good job 
explaining things that have already been worked out, but I am rarely the person with new ideas.  
On the other hand, I usually have an opinion about everything!!! Therefore, I am not afraid to say 
that I have some small concerns about how and where we are headed.  All my life, I have belonged 
to an “established church” and there was great comfort in that. Starting something new (although 
not really new in many ways) is somewhat scary. I need to find it acceptable to express that worry 
and to work and pray to find resolution.  

I don’t see that any of us are an Abram or Noah or Moses. We need to find our leaders, though, 
and not rely only on our wonderful Pastor Dave. Our strength is in our community of faith – as 
expressed in our new name. Let us work to support one another, in both our doubts and concerns 
as well as in our search for the right path on which to move forward. 

Most of the time, I do have faith that the potential in this group is sufficient to build our church.  
As the quote from Joel Osteen in our March edition stated: “I’m not going to let the past destroy 
my future. I’m pressing on. I’m straining forward, knowing that God has great things in store…” 

 

Ponderings from the Pews 

 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the 
church, other than the minister or someone who holds office.  We have said that “We all are the 

church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  

 

“When God breathed His life into you, He placed a blessing on you that overrides anything 
that’s trying to hold you back.  The blessing God has for you cannot be stopped by bad 
breaks, by people, or by injustice.  God is not limited by our circumstances.” 

-Joel Osteen 
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UPDATE REGARDING INCORPORATION OF OUR CHURCH 

SUMMARY OF OUR APRIL 3, 2016 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

We had a great turnout for our official Organizational Board and Membership Meeting on April 
3rd, 2016, with 32 members present.  The following is a summary of the meeting (Official 
Meeting minutes will be shared with members in the next couple of weeks): 

• We had the official ballot vote on the official name of our church – The Christian 
Community Church of Faith was officially voted on with 27 Yes votes, and 5 No votes; 

• We had the official ballot vote to move forward with the Incorporation of our Church – 
with 32 Yes votes and 0 No’s. 

• We had the official ballot vote on our six Trustee nominations – they are as follows: 
o Phil Davis – 1 year term – 32 Yes Votes, and 0 No Votes; 
o Gloria Hellijas – 1 year term – 32 Yes Votes, and 0 No Votes; 
o Mary Ella Davenport – 2 year term – 32 Yes Votes, and 0 No Votes; 
o Matthew Wilms – 2 year term – 32 Yes Votes, and 0 No Votes; 
o Myron Kniskern – 3 year term – 31 Yes Votes, and 1 No Vote; 
o Kimberly Witkowski – 3 year term and Chairperson – 31 Yes Votes, and 1 No Vote. 
o There were also two write in nominations of John Bates and Peggy Himes. 

• We voted on the appointment of JoAnn Wilms as Secretary – 32 Yes Votes, 0 No Votes; 
• We voted on the appointment of Liz Gaylor as Treasurer – 32 Yes Votes, 0 No Votes; 
• We voted to have our official Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 23, 2017, directly after 

our Worship Service.  We will then have our Annual meeting on the fourth Sunday of 
April. 

• We also voted on our official location of our church to be 355 State Route 7, 
Richmondville, NY – 32 Yes Votes, 0 No Votes; 

• We will be changing our worship service time to 8:30 am beginning next Sunday, April 
10th, 2016; 

• We agreed to establish a Budget Committee with the six Trustees, the Treasurer, and 
Secretary as the members of this committee – they will have their first meeting on 
Saturday, April 30th, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. at the Church sanctuary (all church members 
welcome); 

• The Bi-Laws committee agreed to meet on Saturday, May 14th, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at Karla 
Bates Home (Committee members:  Karla Bates, Gloria Hellijas, Millie Wiegand, Joan 
Robinson, Peggy Himes, and Kimberly Witkowski); 

• The Mission/Statement of Faith Committee will schedule a meeting in the near future 
based on Pastor Dave’s schedule (members are:  Nancy Kniskern, Kathy Dvis, Vickie 
McDonald, Amanda Mead, and Pastor Dave); 

• Phil Davis will oversee the scheduling of volunteers to clean/maintain our church facility 
– sign up’s will be at the back of the church on the bulletin board; 

• The offering collection will begin officially next Sunday, April 10th, 2016 at our Worship 
Service. 

• We will be adding back in to our Worship Service, the Gloria Patrie and the Doxology. 
• Sunday September 11th, 2016 will be our next formal Church Business Meeting after the 

worship service – Draft Bi-Laws and Mission/Statement of Faith will be reviewed. 
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Eleanor Wright, one of our former members of the former Hyndesville Methodist Church, sent 
the following excerpt from her copy of The Daily Guidepost and asked me to share it with all of 
you…I am sure you will agree, it is very fitting for us at this time of a new journey…Thank you, 
Eleanor, for sharing such a motivational piece…God Bless… 

Submitted to The Daily Guidepost by Penny Schwab 

“Even so, the body is not made up of one part, but of many”. – 1 Corinthians 12:14 (NIV) 

Only a few are gathered for Sunday service…nineteen to be exact, counting Blake and Kate’s baby.  
How long can our church stay open?  I ask myself as I start the prelude.  Another, more poignant 
question follows:  Should we stay open?  Is it right to put resources into a building where so few people 
worship?  Could our pastor be better used by God in a larger congregation? 

The Call to Worship and three praise choruses later, it’s time for announcements, joys, and 
concerns.  Our pastor reads a note thanking us for serving lunch following a funeral.  “We 
especially appreciate your kindness since we don’t belong to your church”, the writer says.  A 
community Bible school sign-up sheet goes around, and several people volunteer to teach lessons, 
help with crafts, or prepare food.  We are reminded about Thursday’s blood drive; our church has 
sponsored blood drives every two months for over ten years. 

Later in the service we pray for a family whose grandfather died and a young man in Marine 
Corps basic training.  We pray for the world, our nation, and our community.  We praise God for a 
woman’s successful cancer surgery.  We give tithes for church support and offerings for disaster 
relief and distribution of Scriptures. 

By the time the sermon is over and the benediction pronounced, I’ve received an encouraging gift:  
the understanding that our church is much greater than nineteen souls in the sanctuary.  We are a 
vital part of Christ’s body, striving to be faithful disciples through our worship, prayer, gifts, and 
service for Him in the world. 

Lord Jesus, we rely on your Word:  “So don’t be afraid, little flock.  For it gives your Father great 
happiness to give you the Kingdom” (Luke 12:32, TLB). 

"Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in the world.  There are those who 
wake up in the morning and say, "Good morning, Lord," and there are those who wake up in 

the morning and say, "Good Lord, it's morning." 
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How Many Ways Can We Say Thank You? 

Gracias ♥  Merci ♥ Danke ♥  Mahalo ♥  Grazie 

As many of you know, we hold four pancake breakfasts each year, November, January, 
February and March at the Zion Lutheran Church Hall in Seward.  We are truly blessed by 
the support of so many wonderful people.  Our breakfasts have become more than just 
fundraisers, they have become a place of fellowship where you can sit and visit with friends 
and neighbors. 
 
Our mission has always been to support local charities that work tirelessly to help those in 
need. Because of your support, our last four breakfasts raised over $2,400 and we were able 
to help the following charities:  First Baptist Church Food Pantry, Schoharie Valley Animal 
Shelter, Cobleskill-Richmondville Central School’s Weekend Backpack Project, The 
Rolphie Run, and The Marathon for a Better Life. 
 
Our next breakfast will be held in November 2016 so be sure to check your local Times 
Journal and My Shopper the beginning of November for the date. 
 
We would also like to thank the members of the Zion Lutheran Church for allowing us to 
partner with them and use their fellowship hall to hold our breakfasts. 

Our team, “Wings of Hope”, will be hosting the following fundraisers for The Marathon 
for a Better Life (June 4th): 
 

Saturday, April 23, bake sale at Agway – starting at 9:00am 
If you are a baker and would like to make something we would gladly accept donations. 

 
Friday, April 29th, paint & sip at Justine’s restaurant at 7:00pm 

We are in the process of making the arrangements for this event; however, at this time we 
believe the cost will be $40 per person which includes you canvas, paints, instruction, and 

snacks.  This event is a lot of fun and you don’t even have to know how to paint. 
 

For additional information regarding these fundraisers, please contact: 
Nancy Kniskern – 234-2370 

Kathy Davis – 234-7862 
JoAnn Wilms – 234-2054 

MaryLou Haig – 607-544-2543 
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Marathon for a Better Life 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Marathon for a Better Life. The mission of the 
Marathon is to help residents of Schoharie County who are fighting cancer. 

As these challenging times make it even harder to meet the expenses of fighting such a 
dreadful disease, it's more important that we continue to raise money for those who need 
our help.  Our teams, "Wings of Hope I" and "II" will be participating in the cancer walk 
once again this year. The walk will be held at the SUNY Cobleskill Campus on June 4th. 
Several from our congregation, including Pastor Dave and his wife Melody, are team 
members.  

We will be holding fundraising events during April and May to help those cancer patients in 
need. Team members may also collect donations on their own.  During the past three years, 
our team members have raised nearly $20,000. This would not be possible without the 
generosity from our community, friends and families. We are fortunate to live in a place 
where people give from their hearts and take care of each other. 

On behalf of our team members we wish to say "Thank You" to those who have supported 
our teams in the past and continue to do so now. 
 
Captain: Nancy Kniskern 
Co-captain: JoAnn Wilms 

Christian Community Church of Faith Survey Results 

We received a great response on the surveys that were sent out to 102 families at the end of 
February; we received back approximately 40 surveys!  We had a lot of great comments and 
suggestions.  Among some of them are: 

• To add the Gloria Patrie and Doxology back into our worship service; 
• Suggestion to move the “Pass the Peace” to the end of the service or replace it with 

having  “Coffee Hour” directly following the service for fellowship; 
• Having a Bible Study group (Pastor Dave is already working on this one!) 
• Recording the worship service and/or Pastor’s sermon to share with members who 

cannot attend physically; 
• Set some financial goals and work to meet them; 
• Set up a Women’s Group; 
• Set up a Sunday School; 
• Have special music sometimes (maybe a soloist); 
• Let the community know we are here! 
• Organize a church picnic/member event. 

Thank you to everyone who returned these surveys – I think they will prove very useful to us 
moving forward with our journey.  If anyone would like a hard copy of these results, please 
email Kim Witkowski at Kswitkowski@hotmail.com or phone me at 788-4068. 


