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Our services are currently held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-423-3511 
Our New Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Important Dates: 

August  

May 

We have certainly been busy!  We are well on our way to purchasing our current church building and are 
very excited and thankful that God has blessed us with this opportunity.  I am also finishing up the Not-
For-Profit application and it will be in the mail by the end of the week!  We are also beginning to plan for 
our first Chicken and Biscuit Dinner as our new church family.  We hope you will consider supporting this 
event, as well as planning to participate on October 22nd!  Also, be sure to check out our new sign for our 
church on Page 7 – special thanks to Myron Kniskern and Chris Wilkins!  As always, please let me know if 
you think someone would appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter and I will be happy to send them 
one.  Remember, the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter is the 25th of the month.  You can 
email me at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or mail me any submissions.  God 
Bless, 

Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

 

Thursday, September 8th:  Trustee Meeting 
here at the Church at 7:00 p.m.  – all 

Sunday, September 11th::  Church Business 
Meeting – all church members requested to 
attend – directly following worship service  

October  
Saturday, October 22nd::  Our First Chicken 
and Biscuit Dinner Fundraiser at the 
Lawyersville Church – more information to 
come 

September  

Wednesday, August 10th:  Organizational 
Meeting for Chicken & Biscuit Dinner – 
here at the Church at 6:00 p.m. – all 
members welcome to attend 
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 
“Celebrating That Which Unites Us”  

To unite means to join together to do or achieve something, to cause (two or more people or things) to be joined 
together and become one thing, to become joined together as one thing. What is it that unites people? Is it something in 
common, something preferred such as an interest? Is it sports? Let’s see, so many teams and rivalries. There’s Giants 
and Jets, Yankees and Mets, Islanders and Rangers, Nets and Knicks and those are just in New York. Is it our alma 
mater? Well there’s Knights and Indians, Bulldogs and Spartans, Wildcats and J-Hawks, and that is just our high 
schools. Is it our humanity?  There are nearly 200 established countries on earth and we still divide ourselves by age, 
gender, race and nationality. What about faith? There are many to choose from.  Our scripture defines who and what 
we are by what we believe.  Let me ask you, how many churches are there, really? There is only one church...’I am the 
church, you are the church, we are the church together, all who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes we’re the 
church together’.                       

Throughout history many people have united because of a need generated by hurt, fear or anger. Needs that have 
provided a reason or purpose for people to come together for a cause. Some causes have been worthy such as helping 
others who have lost everything due to fire, flood, storm, or actions of others. Providing for those who find themselves 
homeless, hungry, naked and afraid with no place to hide from the eyes of those who would judge them because of the 
position they find themselves in. Caring for those who are sick or imprisoned whether it is physically, mentally, or 
emotionally; those who are held captive by the events in their lives. At times people have united out of anger over the 
actions of others that have sparked feelings of anger, hostility, vengeance, and retaliation. Some issues have people 
pitted against each other such as equality, immigration, abortion, or even the governmental selection process. A mob 
rule mentality that long ago even, took people from shouting ‘Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord’ one day to ‘crucify Him’ a day or two later.                                                                        

What is it that unites us in this faith, in this body of Christ, the church? It is Grace, that’s what it is. I’m not a very 
smart techy person like so many others out there and I get into trouble with my computer at times. If I have changed 
settings either intentionally by my will, or accidentally by my uninformed inexperience and the program starts to do 
what I don’t want it to, or refuses to do what I do want it to, I can go into the set up and hit ‘restore default settings’ 
and it returns to the point of origin. If we could do that, go back to the point of origin, to our beginnings, our 
innocence, created in the image of God, without fault, there would be no need for grace. God allows us to choose, right 
or wrong. The good news is God has provided a way to restore us....if we choose it. No matter who we are, where we 
are from, what we pledge allegiance to, or where we worship, the one thing we have in common is God’s grace, both 
the need for it and the availability to it. For all of those situations that unite people, Jesus said when you do this to the 
least of these you do it to Me. That is both the good and the bad responses that we choose. Jesus said that the truth will 
set you free, and part of that truth is that we are all in need of grace. Grace heals. Grace restores. The power of grace 
enables us to respond to every person and every situation with the love of God that truly unites us as the body of 
Christ. The Bible says that God is love and if we love one another God is in us and we are united in the family of God. 
In a question from a lawyer about what is needed for eternal life, for salvation, Jesus affirmed we are to ‘love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and love your 
neighbor as yourself’. Then He went on to define who our neighbor is. You have heard the saying ‘no justice, no 
peace’. It is said that justice is getting what you deserve, mercy is not getting what you deserve, and grace is getting 
what you do not deserve. I was told that grace stands for ‘God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense’. Christ paid the price so 
that we could be healed and heal others, to restore our relationship with God and to restore our relationship with 
others. There is power in God’s grace. Jesus said ask and it will be given unto you, seek and you shall find, knock and 
it will be opened for you. Maybe, just maybe Jesus was talking to us about grace here, you are forgiven because you 
ask for it. What’s in your heart? What unites you with others? Is it God’s grace?      

Receive, accept, understand, and utilize the power of grace that is offered and given to each of us so that we live a life 
truly united as the body of Christ.  When we understand the power in the grace we have received, then we will 
understand the power it can have on others whom we show grace to as well.  Whenever you find yourself in a 
situation with someone, no matter if it is pleasant or not, comfortable or not, brought on by your own words or actions 
or not, let this be your grace response: ‘I promise to pray for you every day, ask your forgiveness, grant you the same, 
and be your friend always’.        (Grace response taken from the movie ‘The Grace Card’ by Howard A. Klausner and 
David Evans).   In God We Trust / Love and Prayers Pastor Dave 
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Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 

Sarah Keegan (doing better), Jeannie Stoddard, Lori, Rick Warner, Karen Swisher, Doug Rickard, Earl 
Manchester, Melinda, MaryLou, Claire Tessier, Cara Wilser, Betsy Elaine, Charles Vitale, Sr., Marie 
Zino, Georgette Valentine, Dr. Joan Gardner, Ian, Evelyn Tripp, Sandy Britton, Charles Vitale, Jr., 
Cookie Saez, Mr. Clark and Staff, Bill Eastman, Dottie & Sonny, The Macri Family, Anthony Slavik, 
Carol LaValley, Dave Roberts, Andrew Boord, Robin Case, Sandy Manson, Robin Hays, Patricia Oles, 
Margie Decatur, Bob Nirschl, Maxine Christman, Les Brown, and Gary Morgan’s Mother, Ruby. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for those Serving in the Military: 

Richard Bean, Jr. and Family 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for Families Dealing with Loss: 

The family of Barbara Fellows; Jean and Carolyn Wycoff Family – dealing with the loss of their 
mother; John and Amy Lauderbach and Family – recovering from a house fire. 

Celebrations in and around our Church: 

 Congratulations to Chad and Clarissa Kniskern on the birth of their second son; Congratulations on 
the marriage of April (Mead) and Andy Guilz and their safe return from their honeymoon in Italy. 

Member News From Our Church Community 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

During these warm days of August, take a break and call, send a card, or find a way to recognize 
the following friends who are celebrating special days: 
 
Birthdays:       Anniversarys: 

Aug 5th Kelsey Radliff    August 5th:   Daniel and Nancy Kniskern 

Aug 1st Gloria Hellijas    August 29th:  Chad and Clarissa Kniskern 

Aug 1st Chad Kniskern 

Aug 21st Stephanie Gaylor    

If we missed you, see or call Millie: 518-823-4084 or email at milliew969@gmail.com . 

“The nicest place to be is in someone’s thoughts, 
The safest place to be is in someone’s prayers, 

And the very best place to be is in the hands of God.” 
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

 “Jesus Loves Me – Senior Citizen Version” 
Author Unknown 

(Submitted by Karla Bates) 
 

Jesus loves me, this I know 
Though my hair is white as snow. 
Though my sight is growing dim, 

Still He bids me trust in Him. 
 

(CHORUS): 
 YES JESUS LOVES ME…YES, JESUS LOVES ME…YES, JESUS LOVES ME FOR THE BIBLE TELLS 

ME SO. 
 

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in His I’ll go 

On through life, let come what may, 
He’ll be there to lead the way. 

 
(CHORUS) 

Though I am no longer young, 
I have much which He’s begun 

Let me serve Christ with a smile, 
Go with others the extra mile. 

 
(CHORUS) 

 
When the nights are dark and long, 

In my heart He puts a song. 
Telling me in words so clear, 
“Have no fear, for I am near”. 

 
(CHORUS) 

 
When my work on earth is done, 

And life’s victories have been won. 
He will take me home above, 
Then I’ll understand His love. 

 
(CHORUS) 

 
I love Jesus, does He know? 

Have I ever told Him so? 
Jesus loves to hear me say, 
That I love Him every day! 

 
	

Ponderings from the Pews 

 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the 
church, other than the minister or someone who holds office.  We have said that “We all are the 

church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  
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We have our new chairs! 

On Sunday, July 24th, church members got to sit in our brand new chairs for our service!  And boy, 
are they comfortable!  Thank you to everyone who helped with the purchase of these chairs, 
especially FAM and the Sidney Friends and Family Church!  Without you, this would never have 
been possible.  I hope everyone gets a chance to visit us and sit in these beautiful chairs! 
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UPDATE REGARDING OUR CHURCH 

 

 
• We continue to move forward towards the purchase of a permanent home for our church.  The 

Trustees and Pastor Dave met with the Calvary Assembly of God Trustees on July 18th and presented 
them with our proposal to acquire the current building we are using.  It was a very positive meeting.  
Calvary will be bringing our proposal to their congregation for their next step in the approval 
process.  We proposed to Calvary that we would purchase the building for the price of $55,000.  We 
asked for Calvary to give us six months to acquire the funding to complete the purchase.  In turn, 
Calvary will be hiring a contractor who specializes in slate roofs to repair the leaks and be sure that 
the roof is in good condition.   
 

• We did hire and receive a report from a structural engineer who examined the church building, and 
he felt the structure was in very good condition.  The only thing that was noted was the leaks in the 
roof, and a bathroom vent pipe that needs to be reattached (which again, Calvary has agreed to do). 

 
• We have also found out that the current church building does have a 1,000 gallon septic tank, and it is 

located to the left of the front of the church, if you are facing Route 7. 
 

• The Trustees met on Wednesday, July 27th to discuss the funding concerns/options.  The following 
are the options that were presented to both the Trustees and congregation: 

o We currently have 20% of the $55,000 needed to purchase the building; 
o Option A:  The Bank of Richmondville will mortgage the church; however, at least 2 of the 

Trustees would need to secure the loan with their personal credit information for the 
remainder of the $45,000 needed; 

o Option B:  Ask each member/family to contribute $1,000 to $2,000 of a one-time gift to the 
building fund, that would be separate from the weekly collection; 

o Option C:  Fundraising by capital campaign, Chicken and Biscuit Dinners, etc. 
o Option D:  Find and apply for grants to fund building purchase. 

 
• After a lengthy, intense discussion among the Board of Trustees, it was decided to bring the issue to 

the congregation in the form of a “Gift Letter/Survey”.  We are asking for the church members to 
think about these questions and turn in their responses in the envelopes provided in a box located at 
the front of the church.  We are asking for the members to turn in their forms by Sunday, August 28th.  
Once we have the responses, the Board of Trustees will meet and decide what we will bring to the 
congregation to vote on at the September 11th, 2016 Church member meeting to vote on to move 
forward with the purchase of the building. 

 
• The Not-For-Profit 501(c) 3 application for our church is completed and has been reviewed by 

Attorney Joe Cahill.  The application will be in the mail this week, along with the $850 fee that must 
go along with it. 

 
Please pray with us that we will finally be able to have a permanent physical home for our new church. 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact any of the Board of Trustee 
members. 

“Take a cup of kindness; Mix it well with love; Add a lot of patience and faith in God above. 
Sprinkle very generously with joy and thanks and cheer, and you’ll have lots of “angel food” to 
feast on all the year!”  (thank you, Elaine Davenport, for sharing this with me/us). 
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Lord, Teach Us to Pray 

(Submitted by Millie Wiegand) 

We are often reminded in our Sunday services that the disciples asked only one thing from Jesus – 
to know how to pray. And Jesus gave them a specific prayer to use, which is short, densely packed 
with both adoration and supplication, and a way to learn even more about our God. 

Prayer is one of the primary ways we can communicate with God and pay attention to God’s 
word.  If we can pray and love God and then let God love us, we can become fulfilled. 

How do we know God hears us? Sometimes it is evident by the sweet peace we feel. Sometimes 
that peace eludes us. We wonder – is it because we are not worthy? Is our request or concern too 
banal or even wrong? It is easy to succumb to doubt and frustration. 

But isn’t this like all of life? Are all your desires met immediately? Are relationships easy? Do all 
problems have an easy fix?  Of course not. 

God expects us to be persistent. Give us this day or DAILY bread.  Pray every day. Some days are 
better than others. Some prayers turn out “better” than others. It doesn’t matter whether we 
stumble over our words and thoughts. What’s important is to keep trying, keep the conversation 
going, keep praying.  

So pray as Jesus taught. Pray for whatever you need or others need. Pray because you love God. 
And let God, in your praying, love you. 

 

 
Getting to know the Apostles - New Monthly Bible Snapshot 

(Information Submitted by Karla Bates) 

JOHN THE BAPTIST:  

Cousin to Jesus.  When he grew up, he lived in lonely wilderness while he began his 
ministry.  He announced the coming of Jesus and preached and baptized in the name of 
Christ.  He baptized Jesus and the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descended from the 
heavens.  John the Baptist was later beheaded by Harod. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

We welcome you to join us in receiving the sacraments of Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Holy Communion is a blessing we receive from God as His promise 
of healing, wholeness, and forgiveness of our sins.  Jesus wants us to be aware of how His 
body was broken so that we may be made whole and that His blood was shed for the 
forgiveness of our sins.  The table of the Lord is open to all who respond to Christ’s love. 

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

The first Sunday of each month we will continue to collect food items for the First Baptist 
Church Food Pantry in Cobleskill.  Please bring non-perishable food items and leave them 
in the back of the sanctuary on the table.  If there are other food pantries that you would like 
to support through this donation, please let Kathy or Dave know and we will be happy to 
accommodate.  We will also be collecting for the DSS Food Pantry who also are in need for 
families displaced by domestic violence in our area.  A list of the needs are listed on the 
back of the calendar.  Thank you for your support! 

 CHURCH CUPS AND CANVAS BAGS FUNDRAISER 

 We purchased a small amount of cups and canvas bags with the name of our church and logo 
on it.  If you are interested in purchasing either of these items, please let Kim W. know.  Cost is 
$6.00 for cups and $14.00 for canvas bag.  Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 


