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Our services are currently held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-423-3511 
Our New Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Important Dates: 

September  

May 

We continue to move forward full steam ahead!  As you can see, we now have a phone number for 
our church, as well as a new website.  I hope you take a moment to check it out!  Any suggestions 
are welcome, as it is in the beginning stages.  We have also voted as a group to pursue the 
acquisition of the current church building we are in.  More information about this and the results 
of the June 26th Church Meeting are also listed in this newsletter. As always, please let me know if 
you think someone would appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter and I will be happy to 
send them one.  Remember, the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter is the 25th of 
the month.  You can email me at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or mail 
me any submissions.  God Bless, 

Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

 

Thursday, September 8th:  Trustee Meeting 
here at the Church at 7:00 p.m.  – all 
members welcome to attend 

Sunday, September 11th::  Church Business 
Meeting – all church members requested to 
attend – directly following worship service  

October  
Saturday, October 22nd::  Our First Chicken 
and Biscuit Dinner Fundraiser at the 
Lawyersville Church – more information to 
come 
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 

“Independence and Freedom” 
 
July is the month of vacations, summer fun, trips on the open road, and exercising our personal freedom.  After 
all it is the month of freedom, of Independence Day remembrance and celebrations.  Let’s take a closer look at 
freedom and independence and see how it is perceived today.   
 
There are multiple generations today that have not experienced or know nothing other than the freedom and 
independence we currently enjoy.  It seems that in this land of the free there are many who do not feel that way.  
Kris Kristofferson penned the lyrics ‘freedom’s just another word for nothin’ left to lose’.  It is on the roller 
coaster of life when we find ourselves trying to climb up another hill after a rapid decline that we will discover 
the truth, ‘it is when God is all you have left that you realize God is all that you need’.  Jesus said, “If you abide in 
My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  A related quote 
from Jesus is, ‘And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you free, 
you shall be free indeed’.   
 
As we examine our perception of freedom, let us look at the truth in Jesus’ words.  What holds us captive, what 
are we a slave to?  What is it we need to lose so we can see God’s presence more clearly, so we can hear God’s 
directions more understandably.  As a nation we celebrate independence, which meant freedom from the rule or 
control of another.  Through many dangers, toils, and snares we have already come, and strive to remain united 
in our declarations, our proclamations, our communities.  Not experiencing or knowing any other living 
conditions has enabled ‘independence’ to become more singular, to feel self-sufficient, self-reliant, self-
supporting, self-subsistent.  Has this mind set gone beyond the physical terrain.  Has it infiltrated the spiritual 
domain as well?  In God’s exchange with Job He queries him, ‘Where were you when I laid the foundations of the 
earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.‘   
 
God has given us the freedom of will to choose the paths we take.  We have been able through that freedom and 
independence to technologically advance to where we believe we have a greater understanding of how things 
really are...or do we?  While we enjoy our personal and our united independence we must remember the words 
the founding fathers chose to reveal our dependence on the one who is omnipresent, omniscient, and 
omnipotent.  The truth and the blessings in these words, ‘one nation under God‘ and ‘in God we trust’.  The 
Apostle Paul frequently referred to himself as ‘a prisoner of Jesus Christ’.  This surrender is only accomplished 
by the freedom and independence both he and we have.  The freedom of will to choose that status-a prisoner of 
Jesus Christ.  To put ‘God first’, to be a servant to Jesus Christ the Lord of Lords and King of Kings, to surrender 
all to His will. In 2nd Chronicles God said, ‘ if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray 
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land’.  True freedom only comes with our dependence on the one who was the first to offer it to us.   
 
Let us celebrate that Jesus said ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life’, and when you accept the truth, the truth 
will set you free and you shall be free indeed. 
 
In God We Trust  

Love and Prayers, Pastor Dave  
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Our Thoughts and Prayers Go Out To: 

Sarah Keegan (doing better), Jeannie Stoddard, Lori, Rick Warner, Karen Swisher, Doug Rickard, Earl 
Manchester, Melinda, MaryLou, Claire Tessier, Deanna Southworth, Cara Wilser, Barbara Fellows, 
Lyndsey (John & Dottie Gerdes Granddaughter), Betsy Elaine, Charles Vitale, Sr., Marie Zino, 
Georgette Valentine, Dr. Joan Gardner, Ian, Evelyn Tripp, Sandy Britton, Charles Vitale, Jr., Cookie 
Saez, Mr. Clark and Staff, Richard Bean, Jr. and Family, Bill Eastman, Dottie & Sonny, The Macri 
Family, Cheryl Jones, Anthony Slavik, Carol LaValley, Dave Roberts, Andrew Boord, Robin Case, 
Sandy Manson, Robin Hays, Patricia Oles, Margie Decatur, Bob Nirschl, and Maxine Christman. 

Member News From Our Church Community 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

You may want to make a call or send a card to celebrate with some of these folks this month: 

 Birthdays: 

July 7   Joanne WIlms 

 

Anniversaries: 

June 30  Barb & Steve Nirschl 

 

July 6  Gary and Susan Davis 

 

A nagging sensation says that there are more folks out there with June birthdays and/or 
anniversaries, so please send updates to Millie Wiegand at milliew969@gmail.com or contact me at 
518-823-4084 (before 9:00 p.m.) 
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 HEAVEN'S GROCERY STORE 
Author Unknown 

(Submitted by Melody Houck) 
 
I was walking down life's highway a long time ago. One day I saw a sign that read, "HEAVEN'S 
GROCERY STORE".  As I got a little closer, the door came open wide and when I came to myself I 
was standing inside.  

I saw a host of ANGELS. They were standing everywhere. One handed me a basket and said, "My 
Child shop with care".  

Everything a Christian needed was in that grocery store. And all you couldn't carry, you could 
come back the next day for more.  

First, I got some PATIENCE; LOVE was in the same row. Further down was UNDERSTANDING; 
you need that everywhere you go. I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH. I just 
couldn't miss the HOLY GHOST, for it was all over the place.  

I stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me run this race. By then my basket 
was getting full, but I remembered I needed some GRACE. I didn't forget SALVATION, for 
SALVATION was free, so I tried to get enough of that to save both You and Me.  

Then I started up to the counter to pay my grocery bill, for I thought I had everything to do the 
MASTER'S Will. As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER.  And I just had to put that in, for I knew 
when I stepped outside, I would run into Sin.  

PEACE AND JOY were plenty; they were last on the shelf.  SONG and PRAISE were hanging near, 
so I just helped myself.  

Then I said to the angel, "Now, how much do I owe?"   He smiled and said, "Just take them 
everywhere you go.” 

Again, I smiled and said, "How much do I really owe?" He smiled again and said, "MY CHILD, 
JESUS PAID YOUR BILL A LONG, LONG TIME AGO." 

 

Ponderings from the Pews 

 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the 
church, other than the minister or someone who holds office.  We have said that “We all are the 

church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  

“I just think that trusting God means we're going to have unanswered 
questions, and God is so much bigger than us, we're never going to 
understand them all.” 
-Joel Osteen 
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Rummage Sale Fundraiser for our Building Fund 

Saturday, June 18th, 2016 

Results! 

What an amazing day we had!!!  We raised $1,443 for our building fund!  There was a lot of hard 
work that went into this event, but what a great team we made!  Special thanks goes out to Elaine 
Davenport, Gloria Hellijas who organized the entire event, and Mary Ella Davenport and Amanda 
Mead who also help Elaine and Gloria set up the week prior to the sale.  Also, thank you to all the 
members who helped out and did shifts on Saturday to run the sale, and then came back later in the 
week to clean up!  Thank you to everyone who donated items to the sale as well! 

We also were very blessed to have Hope Morrow Glidden as our guest, to share her amazing gifts 
with our members and patrons.  Hope also donated the proceeds from selling copies of her prints to 
our building fund.   

Below are some pictures from our first fundraiser!  Hope you enjoy them…There will be more 
upcoming events in the fall, including the famous Chicken and Biscuit Dinner and Pancake 
Breakfasts! 
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UPDATE REGARDING OUR CHURCH 

RESULTS OF CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING ON SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH 

 
We had our meeting on Sunday, June 26th, directly after worship.  We had 29 members present, and 3 
proxy votes.  The meeting minutes for this, and the June 22nd Trustee Budget meeting, will be available in 
the next week or two.  Here is a summary of the decisions that were voted on at the June 26th meeting: 

• It was decided that we would begin the steps to consider the acquisition of our current building 
(355 State Route 7 location):  26 members voted Yes, 2 members voted No, and there were 2 
abstentions. 

• It was decided that we would purchase 80 21” gray chairs for our sanctuary:  25 members voted 
Yes, 2 members voted No, and there were 5 abstentions.  

• It was decided to accept the Mission and Vision Statements – which are as follows: 

Our Mission Statement (Which is what we are about) is: 

“To be a Community of Christians who live by FAITH, are a voice of HOPE, and embody the LOVE 
of God.” 

Our Vision Statement (Which is what we hope to become) is:  

“To be the church that displays the love of Christ so people of ALL walks of life may know of, and 
experience, a “God First” life through our creative services, community outreach, and discipleship.” 

27 members voted to accept the Mission and Vision statements; 2 voted No, and there were 5 abstentions. 

• It was decided that the congregations would accept the By-laws as presented:  27 members voted 
Yes, 1 voted No, and there were 4 abstentions. 

• It was decided to implement the budget as presented (anyone who would like a copy of this 
budget, please let Kim W. know and we will be happy to provide you with a copy):  27 members 
voted Yes, no one voted No, and there were 5 abstentions. 

• It was decided to reimburse the following expenses as follows: 
o Church Banner:  28 Yes,  no one voted No, and there were 4 abstentions. 
o Corporate Seal:  28 Yes,  no one voted No, and there were 4 abstentions. 
o Website:  28 Yes,  no one voted No, and there were 4 abstentions. 
o Advertisements (rummage sale):  28 Yes,  no one voted No, and there were 4 abstentions. 
o Marketing Items (cups/bags):  26 Yes,  2 voted No, and there were 4 abstentions. 
o Telephone plan:  27 Yes,  1 voted No, and there were 4 abstentions. 
o Printer/Toner:  21 Yes,  6 voted No, and there were 5 abstentions. 

Next steps will be: 

• Hire an inspector to inspect the Route 7 structure and the Trustees and Pastor will meet with the 
Calvary Board to propose a plan to purchase current building; 

• Complete Not-for-Profit application 
• Look for fundraising ideas for building fund 
• Look into funding for financing building purchase if necessary 
• Meet again in September 

Again, the meeting notes will be available in the near future.  Please feel free to contact any of the 
Trustees if you have any questions. 
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A Quiet-time Prayer 

(Submitted by Millie Wiegand) 

 There is nothing better than older people praying for you.   We're not getting older, just getting 
closer to home.  Prayer is powerful, and prayer is one of the best gifts we can receive.   There is 
no cost but a lot of rewards.  

Let's always pray for one another. 

 A PRAYER FOR TODAY: 

 Father, Thank You for each and every day You have blessed us here on earth. 

Thank You for Your tender mercies. Thank You for giving us friends and family to share joys 
and sorrows with. 

  I ask You to bless my friends, relatives, brothers and sisters in Christ and those I care deeply 
for, who are reading this right now. 

Where there is joy, give them continued joy. 

Where there is pain or sorrow, give them your peace and mercy.  

Where there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence. 

  Where there is need, fulfill their needs. 

Bless their homes, families, finances, their goings and their comings.  

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Getting to know the Apostles - New Monthly Bible Snapshot 

(Information Submitted by Karla Bates) 

SIMON PETER: 

Jesus said in John I:42 that Simon Peter shall be Cephas which means stone or little rock.  
His home was in Capernaum; he was a fisherman and a brother to Andrew.  Much has 
been said about Peter’s temperament.  He was not modest and often was a spokesman 
for the 12.  Peter was impulsive.  When Jesus walked across the water, Peter stepped 
over the side of the boat and walked toward him.  Peter travelled to many countries to 
preach the Gospel.  He was imprisoned twice.  Peter met his death by the hands of 
Romans.  Peter demanded to be crucified in the reverse position of Christ with his head 
hanging down. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

We welcome you to join us in receiving the sacraments of Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Holy Communion is a blessing we receive from God as His promise 
of healing, wholeness, and forgiveness of our sins.  Jesus wants us to be aware of how His 
body was broken so that we may be made whole and that His blood was shed for the 
forgiveness of our sins.  The table of the Lord is open to all who respond to Christ’s love. 

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

The first Sunday of each month we will continue to collect food items for the First Baptist 
Church Food Pantry in Cobleskill.  Please bring non-perishable food items and leave them 
in the back of the sanctuary on the table.  If there are other food pantries that you would like 
to support through this donation, please let Kathy or Dave know and we will be happy to 
accommodate. 

 

CHURCH CUPS AND CANVAS BAGS FUNDRAISER 

 We purchased a small amount of cups and canvas bags with the name of our church and logo 
on it.  If you are interested in purchasing either of these items, please let Kim W. know.  Cost is 
$6.00 for cups and $14.00 for canvas bag.  Thank you for your support! 



 

 

JULY 2016 NEWSLETTER ISSUE #5 
 


