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Our services are currently held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

 

Important Dates: 

June  

May 

Thursday, June 2nd at 3:30 p.m.:  Bi-Laws 
Subcommittee Meeting at Karla Bates home 

Saturday, June 18th – 8:00 am – 4:00 pm:  
Rummage Sale Fundraiser for our Building Fund 

As you can see by the new Newsletter heading at the top, we now have our official logo for our 
new church.  This logo was created by my son-in-law, Thiago Petrimperni, who did the graphic  
art based on the beautiful quilt that hangs in our sanctuary.  The feedback I have received from our 
members is that they love it and it represents our church well.  We are continuing to move forward 
with faith.  June will be an extremely busy month for us, and I hope you can join us for as many of 
these events as possible.    As always, please let me know if you think someone would appreciate 
receiving a copy of this newsletter and I will be happy to send them one.  Remember, the deadline 
for submissions for the monthly newsletter is the 25th of the month.  You can email me at 
kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or mail me any submissions. 

God Bless, 

Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

 

Wednesday, June 22nd:  Trustee Budget 
Meeting here at the Church at 7:00 p.m.  – all 
members welcome to attend 

Sunday, June 26th::  Church Business Meeting 
– all church members requested to attend – 
directly following worship service  

Sunday, June 19th – Father’s Day Coffee Hour 
directly following worship service 
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 

MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR LIGHT 
 

June is the month when the summer solstice occurs, the longest day of the year in the northern hemisphere.  For 
us in that hemisphere it has more light than any other time period of our year.  Since humans are meant to be 
diurnal (active in daylight), and not nocturnal (active at night), it is the time of year of our greatest activity level.  
A time when we make the most of God given light to work and to play.  Besides light, temperature, frost lines, 
snow cover, ice and several other factors impact our activity level as well, but when we stop and think about it, 
God did design it that way.  I’ve learned a lot from farmers I’ve met.  The days are long during the growing 
season to get as much work done in a day as possible.  They have to make the most of the daylight as they can to 
survive. 
 
John 8:12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk 
in darkness, but have the light of life.” 
 
John 9:5 (Jesus said) As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
 
Matthew 5:14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a 
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lamp-stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
In these verses Jesus tells us that if we follow Him we shall not walk in darkness, and as long as He is in the 
world He is the light of the world.  In the Sermon on the Mount from Matthew, Jesus makes the statement that 
you are the light of the world.  When we choose the higher ground, we will be seen by all.  Following Jesus, we 
are now that light, not to be hidden under a basket but put on a stand where we can give light to all.  We are to 
let our light shine before others so that they may see our good works, how we live by faith with hope and joy, 
which glorifies God in heaven. 
 
So...how do we spend our light.  Do we make the most of it in our season?  We are to plant by doing good works, 
that is loving others through our service.  Cultivating through our presence, our talents and our gifts.  In 1st 
Peter 3 it states we are to “sanctify God in our hearts and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks 
you a reason for the hope that is in you”.  It seems many people will not approach you and say, “hey, tell me 
about your faith, about your God”.  More frequently I have been asked, “why are you always so happy? or ‘so 
cheerful?, or ‘so nice to everyone’.  The door is then open to let the light shine on their darkness.  To talk about 
our Jesus and how reading about Him, praying to and through Him, and following His teachings changes lives.  
Changes lives for the better....always has, always will.  Make the most of your light by spending it without 
hesitation and without reservation. 

In God We Trust  

Love and Prayers,  

Pastor Dave  
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Our Thoughts and Prayers Go Out To: 

Sarah Keegan, Jeannie Stoddard, Lori, Rick Warner, Karen Swisher, Doug Rickard, Earl Manchester, 
Carol Coltrain, Melinda, MaryLou, Claire Tessier, Deanna Southworth, Andrew Boord, Cara W., 
Barbara Fellows, Lyndsey (John & Dottie Gerdes Granddaughter), Betsy Elaine, Charles Vitale, Sr., 
Marie Zino, Georgette Valentine, Dr. Joan Gardner, Ian, Evelyn Tripp, Sandy Britton, Charles Vitale, 
Jr., Cokkie Saez, Mr. Clark and Staff, Richard Bean, Jr. and Family, Bill Eastman 

Member News From Our Church Community 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

You may want to make a call or send a card to celebrate with some of these folks this month: 

 Birthdays: 

    June 26    Mandy Collins 

    June 26    Krista Stone (Kim’s Niece) 

    June 28    Frances VanDeusen 

Anniversaries: 

None for June. 

A nagging sensation says that there are more folks out there with June birthdays and/or 
anniversaries, so please send updates to Millie Wiegand at milliew969@gmail.com or contact me at 
518-823-4084 (before 9:00 p.m.) 
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

 THE SILENT SERMON 
Author Unknown 

(Submitted by Kathy Davis) 
 
 A member of a certain church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped 
going.  After a few weeks, the preacher decided to visit him. 
 
It was a chilly evening. The pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing 
fire.  Guessing the reason for his preacher's visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable 
chair near the fireplace...and waited.  The preacher made himself at home but said nothing.  In the 
grave silence, he contemplated the dance of the flames around the burning logs.  After some 
minutes, the preacher took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed 
it to one side of the hearth all alone, then he sat back in his chair, still silent. The host watched all 
this in quiet contemplation.  As the one lone ember's flame flickered and diminished, there was a 
momentary glow and then its fire was no more.  Soon it was cold and dead. Not a word had been 
spoken since the initial greeting.  The preacher glanced at his watch and realized it was time to 
leave.  He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in the middle of the 
fire.  Immediately it began to glow, once more with the light and warmth of the burning coals 
around it. 
 
As the preacher reached the door to leave, his host said with a tear running down his cheek, 'Thank 
you so much for your visit and especially for the firey sermon. I will be back in church next 
Sunday.' 
 
We live in a world today, which tries to say too much with too little.  Consequently, few 
listen.  Sometimes the best sermons are the ones left unspoken. 
 
The Lord is my Shepherd ----- that's a Relationship! 
I shall not want ----- that's Supply! 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures ----that's Rest! 
He leadeth me beside the still waters -----that's Refreshment! 
He restoreth my soul -- that's Healing, comfort and content! 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness -- that's Guidance! 
For His name's sake ----- that's Purpose! 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death --that's Testing! 
I will fear no evil ----- that's Protection! 
For Thou art with me ----- that's Faithfulness! 
Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me -----that's Discipline! 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies ---that's Hope! 
Thou annointest my head with oil -----that's Consecration! 
My cup runneth over ----- that's Abundance! 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life ---that's Blessing! 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord ----- that's Security! 
Forever ----- that's Eternity! 

	

Ponderings from the Pews 

 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the 
church, other than the minister or someone who holds office.  We have said that “We all are the 

church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  
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Rummage Sale Fundraiser for our Building Fund 

Saturday, June 18th, 2016 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

We will be having a Rummage sale to raise funds for our building fund for our church.  We welcome 
donations of anything, except large appliances and electronics.  Elaine Davenport (234-2248) and 
Gloria Hellijas (234-3962) are Co-Coordinators for this event.  You may contact them for more 
information or to make arrangements to drop items off for the sale.  In addition, we will also be 
having a bake sale at this event, and we would appreciate anyone willing to bake and donate items 
for the bake sale.   

We are also very blessed to have Hope Morrow Glidden as our guest, to share her amazing gifts with 
our members and patrons.  Linda Bean was gracious enough to introduce Hope to me on Tuesday, 
and I was blessed to be able to visit her amazing studio in Summit – high in the mountains.  Here is 
an introduction to Hope, written by Linda: 

“Our local artist, Hope Morrow Glidden, will be at our church on June 18th, 2016.  Some of her 
paintings will be on display.  She specializes in Christ paintings, Native American, Celtic, animals, 
and landscapes.  Photo cards of her paintings will be for sale in affordable packets, and she will 
gladly provide autographs.  The proceeds of her card sales will be donated to our Christian 
Community Church of Faith’s building fund.  Her God given talents will leave you in awe and touch 
your heart for sure. “ 

Below are a couple of examples of her amazing talent – believe me, these pictures of her paintings 
don’t do justice to the magic of her paintings. 
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UPDATE REGARDING OUR CHURCH 

IMPORTANT CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING ON SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH 

 
By now, hopefully, most of you have heard that the Calvary Assembly of God has given us first 
option to purchase the current church and property that they have so graciously allowed us to 
use the past few months.  For any of you who have been able to attend our worship services in 
this building, I am sure you will agree that it has become a very comfortable and spirit filled 
worship location for us.  In light of this information, the Trustees have decided that it is 
important to have a meeting with all of you to see if we can have an open, non-judgmental 
discussion and possible decision on how we, as a congregation, would like to move forward, 
and at least narrow down our options.  The draft agenda is listed below; we will start our 
meeting immediately following our worship service on Sunday, June 26th.  I hope you will be 
able to join us, and if you are unable to, please feel free to voice your opinion, either personally 
or anonymously, to any of the six Trustees.  There will also be a box at the back of the church 
where you can drop a written note of your feelings so that you don’t have to speak in front of 
the entire congregation.  Let us all pray on this and let God guide our decisions. 

Draft Agenda 
I. Call to Order 
II. Opening Prayer 
III. Treasurer’s Report as to our current financial standing 

a. Rummage Sale results 
IV. Church Physical Property Options Discussion 

a. Discuss pros and cons of our various options 
i. Purchasing our current location – tentative purchase price of $55,000 
ii. Purchasing one of our former churches – Hyndesville purchase price of $95,000 and 
Dorloo purchase price of $25,000 
iii. Purchase another building in the Seward Valley Area (would have to be large enough to 
hold our members and have some potential growth) 
iv. Purchase land and go through the building process of building our own church 
v. Any other options at this time? 

b. Decide whether we want to purchase or rent at this time 
 

Please Note: This discussion is just the first phase of discussion of the location of our church (ie 
Phase I). We would still need to look into our funding options, etc. but this should at least narrow 
down the direction our members want to move toward. Again, the majority vote of the church 
members will be the ultimate decision for anything that is proposed. 

c. What are our funding possibilities? 
d. Possible vote on the direction members want to take in regards to the physical location of our 

church. 
V. Vote on which chairs to purchase 
VI. Update on Church By-laws 
VII. Update regarding Church Vision/Mission Statement 
VIII. Update on Not-for-Profit Application and process 
IX. Next Steps: 

a. Continue Process for Not-for-Profit status 
b. Schedule another Business Meeting in September 2016 to review/vote on Mission Statement 
and Adopt By-Laws, and decide on physical location for our church. 
X. Additional Items/Discussion 
XI. Closing Prayer 
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On Sunday, May 15th, we were blessed to have a surprise visit from our friends from Sidney Center 
Friends and Family Church.  They traveled all the way from Sidney Center that morning to attend 
our worship service and to show their continued support of our new journey.  As they have “been 
there, done that”, their experiences and support has been a great gift to us.  They also surprised us 
with a generous donation toward our new church.  We cannot thank our Sidney Center friends 
enough.  Again, just another example of how God is blessing us every day!

OUR CELEBRATIONS:  SO MANY THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR… 

“See, when you drive home today, you’ve got a big windshield on the front of your car. And 
you’ve got a little bitty rearview mirror. And the reason the windshield is so large and the 
rearview mirror is so small is because what’s happened in your past is not near as important as 
what’s in your future.” 

 – Joel Osteen 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

We welcome you to join us in receiving the sacraments of Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Holy Communion is a blessing we receive from God as His promise 
of healing, wholeness, and forgiveness of our sins.  Jesus wants us to be aware of how His 
body was broken so that we may be made whole and that His blood was shed for the 
forgiveness of our sins.  The table of the Lord is open to all who respond to Christ’s love. 

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

The first Sunday of each month we will continue to collect food items for the First Baptist 
Church Food Pantry in Cobleskill.  Please bring non-perishable food items and leave them 
in the back of the sanctuary on the table.  If there are other food pantries that you would like 
to support through this donation, please let Kathy or Dave know and we will be happy to 
accommodate. 

 

CHURCH FACILITY MAINTENANCE UPDATE 

 An initial clean through has been done to the building; however, we need people to volunteer 
to help with weekly cleaning, mowing, etc. We have been blessed with the use of this facility 
for our worship services and now it is up to us to take care of this gift.  The sign-up sheet is in 
the back of the church, and a key is available to take with you for the week and return when 
you are done.  We can continue on a weekly basis, or if people would rather do it monthly, 
please let Phil know and we’ll come up with a different format for the schedule. 

 

REMEMBER… SUNDAY, JUNE 19TH, WE WILL BE CELEBRATING ALL OF 
THE DAD’S AND MEN OF OUR CHURCH, WITH A SPECIAL COFFEE 

HOUR AFTER SERVICE.  PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING A GOODY TO 
SHARE WITH EVERYONE AND LET’S THANK ALL THE MEN IN OUR 

LIVES FOR EVERYTHING THEY DO! 
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