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Our services are held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-788-4068 
Our Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Important Dates: 

I cannot believe it – a year ago in March was our first newsletter!  Time does go by quickly!  I hope 
you have all enjoyed this newsletter as much as I have enjoyed putting it together.  It has become a 
wonderful representation of our church, as well as a great way to reach out to the community.  I 
thank everyone who continues to contribute to the newsletter on a monthly basis – I could not do 
it without you!  Please note that we will be having our first annual congregational meeting on 
Sunday, April 23rd.  I hope to see you there!  As always, please let me know if you think someone 
would appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter and I will be happy to send them one.  
Remember, the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter is the 25th of the month.  You 
can email me at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or mail me any 
submissions.  God Bless, Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

MARCH 2017  

Saturday, March 25th:  Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 
the Rodeway Inn in Cobleskill – 8:00 am 

Sunday March 26th:  Framily Sunday at our 
Church followed by Fellowship Coffee Hour after 
church worship service – all are welcome! 

Saturday, March 18th:  Women of Faith’s Pancake 
Breakfast – 7:30 am to 10:00 am – Seward Lutheran 
Church 

APRIL 2017 

 

Monday March 20th:  Women of Faith Monthly 
Meeting at the Church Hall – 7:00 pm 

Sunday, April 23rd:  Annual Congregational 
Meeting at 9:15 am – directly after shortened 
Worship Service.  Board of Trustee elections, as 
well as review of past year and adopting of new 
budget.  All members are encouraged to attend. 
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Lent – The Journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter 
This month we begin our journey towards Easter Sunday.  Easter Sunday is determined each year by the first 
Sunday following the full moon, after the vernal equinox on March 21st.  This year, the full moon following 
the equinox is April 11th which will place Easter on Sunday, April 16th.  Ash Wednesday, which is the first 
day of Lent, is determined by counting back 40 days from Easter, excluding Sundays.  This year Ash 
Wednesday falls on March 1st.  The three traditional practices to be renewed during Lent are prayer-justice 
towards God, fasting-justice towards self, and almsgiving-justice towards neighbors.   
 
The 46 days of Lent (40 not including the Sundays) may be based on Biblical references of the number 40.  
Moses spent 40 days on Mount Sinai with God (Exodus 24:18).  Elijah spent 40 days and nights walking to 
Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:8).  God sent 40 days and nights of rain in the great flood of Noah (Genesis 7:4). 
The Hebrew people wandered 40 years in the desert while traveling to the Promised Land (Numbers 14:33).  
Jonah's prophecy of judgment gave 40 days to the city of Nineveh in which to repent or be destroyed (Jonah 
3:4).  Jesus retreated into the wilderness, where He fasted for 40 days, and was tempted by the devil (Matthew 
4:1–2, Mark 1:12–13, Luke 4:1–2). He overcame all three of Satan's temptations by citing scripture to the devil, 
at which point the devil left him, angels ministered to Jesus, and He began His ministry.  It is the traditional 
belief that Jesus laid for 40 hours in the tomb, which led to the 40 hours of total fasting that preceded the Easter 
celebration in the early Church (the biblical reference to 'three days in the tomb' is understood by them as 
spanning three days, from Friday afternoon to early Sunday morning, rather than three 24-hour periods of 
time). There were 40 days between Jesus’ resurrection and ascension (Acts 1:3).   
 
In the movie Fire Proof, a man named Caleb, who is played by Kirk Cameron, is encouraged by his father to 
follow a ‘love dare’ that challenges him to obediently read and follow a devotional that has directions for 40 
days.  A challenge to renew his relationships, both with God through Jesus Christ and with his family and 
friends.  I think Lent just may be our Love Dare to renew our relationship with God through Jesus Christ and 
our families and friends.  A time to fast and to feast. To fast from something that we think we enjoy but is 
really a distraction.  Those things in our lives that distract us from spending time with the Lord in His word 
and in Prayer.  Those things that distract us from spending time with family and friends.  Time where we 
share in both talking and listening.  Time where are caring and compassion towards each other is the healing 
power of God for whatever concerns we, our family, and our friends are dealing with each day.  It is also the 
power of God in rejoicing together in our celebrations. 
 
Wednesday, March 1st is Ash Wednesday and the first day of Lent.  How will each of us spend the next 40 
days?  What distractions will we decide to fast from?  How will we respond to the temptations in our lives?  
With what devotion and direction will we set the course of our lives for the next 40 days, 40 weeks, 40 months, 
40 years?  The only restriction will be ourselves if we choose to allow it, for we can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens us.  Remember, this season, this time, like grace and salvation was not loaned to us, it was 
given. 
 

In God We Trust/ Love and Prayers,  Pastor Dave  

Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 
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Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 

Sarah Keegan (doing better)  Jeannie Stoddard,   Lori,    Rick Warner,  
Karen Swisher,    Earl Manchester,   Melinda,   MaryLou,  
Claire Tessier,    Cara Wilser,    Betsy Elaine,   Charles Vitale, Sr.,  
Marie Zino,     Georgette Valentine,  Dr. Joan Gardner,  Evelyn Tripp, 
Sandy Britton,    Charles Vitale, Jr.,   Cookie Saez,   Kelly House,   
Dottie & Sonny,    Anthony Slavik,   Carol LaValley,  Dave Roberts, 
Andrew Boord,    Robin Case,    Sandy Manson,  Robin Hays, 
Patricia Oles,    Margie Decatur,   Maxine Christman,  Kim Larson,  
Kari Bean and Family,  Judy Eaton,   Margie Jones, William Averill, 
Bathsheva Sanchez,   Josephine King,   Clyde Wilcox, David Coons, 
Howard Richard,   Bob Guernsey,  Joan Kennedy,  Chris Palmatier, 
Margie Jones,   Doris Blake. 
 
Our Thoughts and Prayers for those Serving in the Military: 

Richard Bean, Jr. and Family; Joshua Bean. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for the families dealing with loss: 

For the family of Stuart Brumajim, upon his loss this week. 

Member News From Our Church Community 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

As we March into Spring, take time to call, send a card, or find a way to recognize friends who are 
celebrating special days: 

 
Birthdays:        Anniversary’s:   

March 14:  Jamie Davis   March 22:     Geoff and MaryLou Haig 

March 20:  John Bates    March 24:  David and Melody Houck 

March 26:  Kim Witkowski 

If we missed you, see or call Millie: 518-823-4084 or email at milliew969@gmail.com . 
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Looking for Committee Members 
 

Building and Grounds Committee 
 
We are looking to start two additional committees for our church.  One will be a Building and 
Grounds Committee.  This Committee will be responsible for the upkeep of our physical building 
and assist with coordinating maintenance and building and grounds needs.  If you are interested in 
being a part of this committee, please contact Trustee Matthew Wilms at 234-2054. 
 
Music/Worship Enhancement Committee 
 
We are also looking to start a Music and Worship Enhancement Committee for our church.  This 
committee would be responsible for assisting Ms. Blake and Melody with our music for worship 
services, as well as planning music for special events.  If you are interested in being part of this 
committee, please contact Trustee Chairperson, Kim Witkowski at 788-4068 or email:  
kswitkowski@hotmail.com.    

Pellentesque: 

Pellentesque aliquet 
vulputate lacus. Nunc 

vitae felis at sem euismod 
pretium. Nam purus nisl, 
dignissim eu, facilisis eu, 
mattis consectetuer, arcu. 

Pellentesque habitant 
morbi tristique senectus 

et netus et malesuada 
fames ac turpis egestas. 

 BULLETIN – FUN AT CHURCH (some errors that have been in Church Bulletins) 

 Shared by John Bates 

“This afternoon, there will be a meeting in the South and North ends of the church.  Children will be 
baptized at both ends.” 
 
“Tuesday, at 4:00 pm, there will be an Ice Cream Social.  All ladies giving milk, please come early.” 
 
“Wednesday, the Ladies Literary Society will meet.  Mrs. Johnson will sing, “Put Me In My Little Bed”, 
accompanied by the Pastor.” 
 
“Thursday at 5:00 pm, there will be a meeting of the Little Mothers’ Club.  All wishing to become Little 
Mothers will please meet the Minister in his study.” 
 
“This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Johnson to come forward and lay an egg on the Alter.” 
 
“The service will close with “Little Drops of Water”; one of the ladies will start quietly, and the rest of the 
congregation will join in.” 
 
“On Sunday, a special collection will be taken to defray the expenses of the new carpet.  All those wishing 
to do something on the carpet, please come forward and get a piece of paper.” 
 
“The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind and they may be seen in the church 
basement on Friday afternoon.” 

Ponderings from the Pews 
 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the church, other than the minister or someone who 

holds office.  We have said that “We all are the church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  
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EVERYONE HAS A STORY… 

Author Unknown 

Everyone Has a Story in Life 

A 24-year-old boy seeing out from the train’s window shouted… 

“Dad, look the trees are going behind!” 

Dad smiled and a young couple sitting nearby, looked at the 24-year-old’s childish behavior with pity, suddenly 
he again exclaimed… 

“Dad, look the clouds are running with us!” 

The couple couldn’t resist and said to the old man… 

“Why don’t you take your son to a good doctor?” The old man smiled and said…“I did and we are just coming 
from the hospital, my son was blind from birth, he just got his eyes today.” 

Every single person on the planet has a story. Don’t judge people before you truly know them. The truth might 
surprise you. 

 

Update on our Church 

• Our attorney is working with the Calvary Assembly of God’s District attorney in finalizing combining 
the two deeds (parking lot parcel and the church building parcel) into one deed.  This will allow us to 
purchase the building with a “clean” deed.  This is taking longer than we anticipated, but we should 
hear something this month so the purchase can be finalized.   

• Our Board of Trustees had their second meeting of 2017 on Saturday, February 25th.  We have 
developed some priorities that we will be working on this year to continue to build the 
foundation of our new church. 

• We are working on developing a calendar of events for the 2017 year.  This will also include 
community events that we may be involved in as well. 

• We will be sending out a membership information update sheet with the March 2017 
newsletter.  All members are asked to please complete/update their information and return it 
to Kim W. by Sunday, March 26th. 

• Information for our first Annual Report, which will be distributed at our Annual Church 
meeting in April 2017, are due to Kim W. by March 15, 2017. 
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C.C.C. of Faith – Women of Faith News 
 
Our “Women of Faith” group held a meeting on Monday, February 20th at the Church Hall.  We 
will be holding our annual rummage sale on Saturday, June 24th at the church, so don’t forget to 
mark your calendars.  Peggy and Maryella have agreed to co-chair this event; however, we will 
need everyone’s help to make this a successful fundraiser.  If you would like to be on the committee 
to help organize this event, please see Peggy or Maryella.   Plans are in the works to have a chicken 
bbq in conjunction with the rummage sale.  We will be selling tickets in advance of June 24th for 
Brooks Chicken halves and pickup will be the day of the rummage sale at the church. 

On the first Sunday of every month we have been very blessed to receive so many donations for our 
local food pantries from members of our congregation and from friends.  It has come to our 
attention that there are other items needed in addition to food such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, 
paper towels, toilet tissue, diapers, etc.  Anyone wishing to donate any of these types of items is 
encouraged to bring them on the first Sunday of the month as well and we will see that they are 
distributed along with food items.  If there are any questions, please see Kim as she is affiliated with 
SCAAP’s food pantry and Joan as she is affiliated with First Baptist Church Food Pantry. 

The last pancake breakfast until fall is Saturday March 18th at the Zion Lutheran Church Hall in 
Seward from 7:30 to 10:00.  Our menu consists of not only pancakes, but homemade sausage gravy, 
biscuits, home fries, eggs, sausage, applesauce, & donuts.  So again, mark your calendar and spread 
the word – we would love to see you there. 

If you would like us to send a card to someone (thinking of you, get well, etc.) please let Elaine 
know so we can keep in touch with those who need our thoughts and prayers. 

We would love to have you join us at our next meeting, Monday, March 20th at 7:00pm at the 
Christian Community Church of Faith. 

Micah 6:8 
What does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
 
If you have any questions or would like any additional information about the women’s group, please feel 
free to contact Nancy Kniskern, Women of Faith Chairperson at 518-234-2370. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

We welcome you to join us in receiving the sacraments of Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Holy Communion is a blessing we receive from God as His promise 
of healing, wholeness, and forgiveness of our sins.  Jesus wants us to be aware of how His 
body was broken so that we may be made whole and that His blood was shed for the 
forgiveness of our sins.  The table of the Lord is open to all who respond to Christ’s love. 

 

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

 This month, we are collecting food for the various food pantries in the local area.  There are 
many people who are homeless and desperate for food in our county.  For the next couple of 
months, we would like to concentrate on collecting toilet paper and personal items.  Any items 
you can provide are greatly appreciated.  Please bring your items to church on Sunday, March 
5th.   Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

The first “terms” for two of our original six Board Members are expiring in April 2017.  
Gloria Hellijas has decided that she does not want to seek a second term.  Phil Davis has 
agreed to be on the ballot for a second term on the Board.  So we are looking for at least one 
more member of our church who would like to join our Board of Trustees.  The 
responsibilities of a Board member are to oversee the administrative responsibilities of our 
church.  The Board does usually meet once a month.  If you are interested in being 
nominated to be on the ballot, please let Kim W. know as soon as possible.  In addition, if 
you have any questions about the Board, please feel free to ask any of the Board members.  
Nominations need to be be given to Kim W. no later than Sunday, March 26th.  The 
positions will be voted on at the Annual Congregational meeting in April. 

LOOKING FOR BOARD MEMBER NOMINATIONS 
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Pictures from the Four Chaplains Service held this past Sunday, February 26th: 

This was an extremely humbling and spiritual service.  We are very thankful that they chose our 
church to have this service again this year. 

 

 

Pictures above of the Four Chaplains who were lost on The Dorchester on February 3, 1943.  They are 
from left to right: Lieutenant Reverend John P. Washington; Lieutenant Rabbi Alexander D. Goode; 
Lieutenant Reverend George L. Fox; and Lieutenant Reverend Clark V. Poling. 
 

 
 
 


