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Welcome to our first monthly 
newsletter!  It is so exciting 
beginning this adventure 
with all of you as we move 
forward with our newly 
formed church community.  
In creating a monthly 
newsletter, I want this to be 
as inspirational and 

2

informative as possible.  We also 
believe creating a monthly 
newsletter will allow us to reach 
our fellow brothers and sisters 
who may not be able to join us 
regularly for Sunday services. 

Please feel free to email me at 
kswitkowski@hotmail.com or 

Important Dates: 

March  

April 

Saturday, MARCH 19TH:  Church 
Pancake Breakfast – Seward Lutheran 
Church from 7:30 am to 10:00 am.  
Everyone is Welcome! 

Saturday, March 26th:  Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast at the Inn of Cobleskill – 8:00 
am 

Sunday, April 3rd:  All Church Members 
Meeting to Vote on incorporation and 
discuss other important business 

call me at 518-788-4068, if you would 
like to have anything included in 
this monthly publication.  Deadline 
for submissions will be the 25th of 
each month. 

God Bless, 

Kim Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

“It’s not always easy to get over some of those bumps in the road, those disillusionments and 
disappointments. It’s going to take a strong will. Sometimes, it may take courage. Sometimes 
nothing but faith in God and say, I refuse to be trapped in the past. I’m not going to let the past 
destroy my future. I’m pressing on. I’m straining forward, knowing that God has great things in 
store for me.”  
― Joel Osteen, Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential 
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 

“When you focus on being a blessing, God makes sure that you are always blessed in 
abundance.” – Joel Osteen 

 

New Beginnings 
 

New beginnings can be exciting, scary, inspiring, challenging, uplifting and/or uncomfortable.  
Sometimes all at the same time.  Remember going from one level of education to the next? Moving 
out on your own for the first time? Changing careers or employers? Changing residences or maybe 
even geographic location by community, state or nation? Going from something familiar to 
something new and different, whether it is a minor or a major change can encompass many 
emotions and feelings you may have experienced before, and some that may even be new to you.  
It is all part of a new beginnings experience.   
 
Abram left what was familiar and learned through his decisions, both good ones and not so good 
ones, that it was his faith that God attributed to him as righteousness.  Noah believed and trusted 
God and was saved from a great flood by his faith.  Moses believed and trusted God and saved a 
people from captivity and oppression by his faith.  They and the people with them had something in 
common, they struggled with waiting on God and then wondering about the direction God was 
asking them to take.  The disciples believed and trusted God as they followed Jesus and yet had 
they moments where fear and doubt even caused His greatest advocate to deny Him three times.   
 
We, as modern disciples of Christ, are at the threshold of a new beginning for our community.  As 
our ancestors of old, we too may experience fear and doubt, even questioning what direction we 
should take.  One important truth remains constant throughout all of history.  When we believe and 
trust God, when we stick together and not wander off on personal agendas, when we encourage 
and support one another in prayer and open conversation, we will come to the right decisions for 
our new beginning.  We will glorify God and make known the good news of salvation to the whole 
world.      
 
In God We Trust… 
 
Love and Prayers,  
 
Pastor Dave. 
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Our Thoughts and Prayers Go 
Out To: 

Sarah Keegan, Jeannie 
Stoddard, Lori, Rick Warner, 
Karen Swisher, Doug Rickard, 
Earl Manchester, Carol 
Coltrain, Melinda, MaryLou, 
Monte Thompson, Claire 
Tessier, Doug Frisbee, Deanna 
Southworth, Andrew Boord, 
Cara W. 

Member News From Our Church Community 

Our Celebrations and Praises For: 

• The legal guidance we are receiving from Mr. Cahill in 
forming our new Church and corporation 

• For our members who have volunteered to serve as a 
Trustee and/or serve on one of the committees formed 

• For another successful Pancake Breakfast on February 
20th 

• For the Calvary Assembly of God for sharing this 
building with us 

Greetings!  Here’s the current status for the incorporation of the Christian Community Church of 
Faith.  Mr Cahill advised us today that to incorporate you must have at least 3 trustees or a total 
that is divisible by 3, hence we needed one more (we currently had 5 nominees) and I believe 
Gloria Hellijas has volunteered to fill the 6th required position.  Mr Cahill has volunteered to draft 
the formal notice that must be posted for 15 days prior to the meeting that will formally vote 
approval to incorporate, for the chosen name of the church, and it's trustees.  We need to supply 
him with 6 names who will be willing and available to sign the proposition notice that is to be 
posted.  The meeting to vote on these actions is set for April 3rd at the sanctuary in West 
Richmondville after the worship service.  Not anticipating any changes I want to ask if the formal 
incorporation application can be prepared ahead of that meeting as all present must sign in front 
of a notary which, praise God, we seem to have several in our congregation who are willing to 
serve in that capacity.  We must also choose a date for our first annual business meeting, which 
must be within 15 months of incorporation meeting vote.  Going forward the annual business 
meetings can be designated in the by-laws such as - every year on the X (pick a day of the week) of 
the Y month. 
 
I was not sure four months ago where we would be after the New Year.  Your dedication as a 
community, your faith and hunger for God’s word, your desire to change the world by the Love of 
God that is within you, has moved and inspired me very much. I am proud to be a part of this 
community and pledge to do my best to serve God and you as best as I can….no, actually better 
than ‘I” could, for all things are possible with Christ who strengthens me. 
 
In God We Trust / Love and Prayers, Pastor Dave and Melody. 

UPDATE REGARDING INCORPORATION OF OUR CHURCH 
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

Sed venenatis, augue non 
varius tempus, metus 

nibh mollis erat, a 

“They	(people	who	delight	in	everything	God	wants	them	to	do)	are	like	trees	along	a	river	bank	bearing	
luscious	fruit	each	season	without	fail”	(Psalm	1:3	

The	timing	couldn’t	have	been	better.	My	husband	was	home	for	a	few	days	between	trips,	the	weather	
was	great,	the	grandchildren	were	out	of	school	an	hour	early	and	the	apples	were	ripe	and	ready	to	be	
picked.	

As	Marvin	started	the	tractor,	our	daughter	and	granddaughters	stepped	into	the	front	scoop	and	they	all	
headed	off	to	the	big	old	apple	tree	in	the	middle	of	our	pasture.	Picking	apples	from	the	elevated	scoop	is	
so	much	easier	than	using	a	ladder.	I	watched	them	for	a	while	and	then	decided	to	join	them.	I	couldn’t	
stay	in	the	house	working	on	the	computer	when	they	were	having	so	much	fun.	

We	were	all	laughing.	The	girls	loved	picking	the	apples	and	we	ended	up	with	a	large	container	full.	I	was	
amazed	at	how	many	apples	that	old	tree	produced.	It	was	old	when	we	first	moved	to	the	property	14	
years	ago.	The	trunk	of	the	tree	was	almost	completely	rotten.	How	did	it	get	its	nourishment	to	produce	
leaves	and	fruit,	I	wondered?	I	came	to	the	conclusion	that	because	it	was	so	old,	its	roots	had	grown	very	
deep	into	the	soil	and	they	nourished	the	tree.	

Christians	also	produce	fruit	in	season	and	out	of	season,	not	just	when	we	look	and	feel	good.	My	brother	
had	Lou	Gehrig’s	disease	and	spent	his	last	two	years	in	a	long-term	care	hospital.	Even	though	he	was	
confined	to	a	wheelchair	and	couldn’t	speak,	he	radiated	Christ.	People	would	come	to	see	him	just	so	they	
could	sit	in	his	presence.	He	prayed	all	the	time.	At	his	memorial,	his	nurses	all	came.	They	openly	shared	
that	they	would	come	to	his	room	and	tell	him	more	than	they	told	their	significant	other.	Several	of	these	
nurses	came	to	faith	in	Christ.	Even	though	Frank’s	body	was	decaying,	he	was	rooted	and	grounded	in	
Christ.	

How	are	you	doing	today?	Feeling	a	little	discouraged	because	you	cannot	“do”	all	the	things	you	used	to	
be	able	to	do?	Let	me	encourage	you	to	“be.”	Abide	in	Christ	and	He	will	produce	the	fruit	in	and	through	
you.	Rest	in	Him	and	He	will	cause	you	to	bear	much	fruit.	

Father,	thank	You	for	producing	fruit	in	and	through	us.	Enable	us	to	grow	our	roots	deep	into	the	
knowledge	of	Your	love	so	we	will	produce	fruit	whether	we	look	or	feel	good	or	not.	Thank	You	for	telling	us	
that	we	can’t	do	anything	without	Christ.	It	is	good	to	know	we	can	rely	on	You	for	everything.	Amen.	

The Old Apple Tree 

by Katherine Kehler 

“Christ himself carried our sins in his body to the Cross, so that we might die to sin and live 
for righteousness.  It is by his wounds that you have been healed.” 

1 Peter 2:24 
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