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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF FAITH 

Our services are currently held at the  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Important Dates: 

May  

May 

Saturday, May 14th at 10:00 am:  Bi-Laws 
Subcommittee Meeting at Karla Bates home 

Saturday, May 28th:  Men’s Prayer Breakfast at the 
Inn of Cobleskill – 8:00 am 

WOW…this is now our third Newsletter!  Thank you to everyone who sends me information to 
put into our newsletter - please remember that this newsletter is for everyone and everyone is 
welcome to contribute to it.  We have made such great progress in our new church – we even have 
an official mailing address:  P.O. Box 93, Richmondville, NY  12149.  We will continue to enhance 
this newsletter so that we provide all of you with as much information about our church and 
upcoming events as possible.    As always, please let me know if you think someone would 
appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter and I will be happy to send them one.  Remember, 
the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter is the 25th of the month.  You can email me 
at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or mail me any submissions. 

God Bless, 

Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

 

“You have to come to your closed doors before you get to your open doors… What if you knew 
you had to go through 32 closed doors before you got to your open door? Well, then you’d come to 
closed door number eight and you’d think, ‘Great, I got another one out of the way’… Keep 
moving forward.” – Joel Osteen 

Saturday, June 18th:  Church Rummage Sale 
at Church, 355 Rte 7, Richmondville, NY.  
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

June 

Wednesday, June 22nd::  Budget 
Subcommittee Meeting here at Church at 
7:00pm  
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 

Moments in May - A Time to Celebrate 
 
The month of May offers us many moments for observance and celebration.  One listing I found has 35 different 
observances to acknowledge National, State, Religious, Social and Professional positions and events.  Most are to 
recognize and observe a belief, an achievement or a sacrifice made by a group or individual.  All have an 
importance to someone, and I find a common thread in some of those that are important to me.   

It is the thread of sacrifice.  
When Jesus sacrificed Himself for us, He then rose from the grave and proved that what we are willing to 
sacrifice is not a loss in the present but an investment in the future.  I wonder if Jesus even considered what He 
did a sacrifice?  Could He have gone through it all just knowing it was a benefit for others?  During His life He 
was willing to heal and teach those who doubted or were consumed by their own needs at the moment?  He was 
willing to forgive those who were aggressive and oppressive towards others?  He was, and is willing to wait us 
out until we come to ourselves and return to Him.  The road block for us is what we consider the cost, the 
sacrifices we are asked to make.  Some which we may not even look at them that way.  Consider what Jesus 
instructed about being first and last, about surrender, humility, and obedience.  About how to serve, to give, and 
to treat our neighbor.   
 
This month the followers of Christ will celebrate and observe Ascension Day on May 5th when Jesus ascended 
into heaven, 40 days after His resurrection, and left the promise that He would be with them always and that 
they would receive power from on high.  Pentecost on May 15th when the gift of the ‘helper‘ Jesus promised, the 
Holy Spirit was given to the Church-the body of Christ on earth today.  Finally, Trinity Sunday on May 22nd, 
acknowledging the one true God we have experienced in three persons-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 
This month we also celebrate Memorial Day on May 30th.  The day we remember the sacrifices made by the men 
and women who have given their life through military service.  It is written that the service is made to their 
country.  I believe, like the church, the country is people, not a place.  The sacrifice made was against the 
aggression and oppression of others.  May 8th is Mothers Day.  A day to acknowledge, as Anna Jarvis put it, 
‘honoring sacrifices mothers made for their children’.  Not all women have children, but all are, have been or will 
be mothering figures to someone.  Evidence of this I find in reading the life of Mother Teresa and the 
Missionaries of Charity she began. 
 
Let us celebrate our Christian Faith this and every month.  Let us not look at our schedules, our gifts or our 
assets and think ‘look what it is costing me’.  Let us look with great joy at the opportunity to invest.  To deposit 
in the hearts and minds of others the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
I close with words from Apostle Paul; Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss 
for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ. 
In God We Trust  

Love and Prayers,  

Pastor Dave  
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Our Thoughts and Prayers Go Out To: 

Sarah Keegan, Jeannie Stoddard, Lori, Rick Warner, Karen Swisher, Doug Rickard, Earl Manchester, 
Carol Coltrain, Melinda, MaryLou, Monte Thompson, Claire Tessier, Doug Frisbee, Deanna 
Southworth, Andrew Boord, Cara W., Barbara Fellows, Lyndsey (John & Dottie Gerdes 
Granddaughter) 

Member News From Our Church Community 

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

You may want to make a call or send a card to celebrate with some of these folks this month: 

 Birthdays: 

May 10   Katelyn Tessier 

May 24   Steve Nirschl 

May 27   John Witkowski 

Mary 29   Karla Bates 

May 30   Myron Kniskern 

Anniversaries: 

May 16   Glen & Millie Wiegand 

May 30   Phil and Kathy Davis 

 

Please make sure we have your birthday and/or anniversary on file – contact Millie Weigard at 
milliew969@gmail.com or contact her at 518-823-4084 (before 9:00 p.m.) 
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

by Millie Wiegand 

(borrowed and paraphrased from an internet posting) 

A psychologist walked around a room while teaching stress management to an audience. As she 
raised a glass of water, everyone expected they'd be asked the "half empty or half full" question. 
Instead, with a smile on her face, she inquired: "How heavy is this glass of water?" 

Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz. 

She replied, "The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long I hold it. If I hold it for a 
minute, it's not a problem. If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache in my arm. If I hold it for a day, 
my arm will feel numb and paralyzed. In each case, the weight of the glass doesn't change, but the 
longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes." 

She continued, "The stresses and worries in life are like that glass of water. Think about them for a 
while and nothing happens. Think about them a bit longer and they begin to hurt. And if you think 
about them all day long, you will feel paralyzed – incapable of doing anything." 

Remember to put the glass down. And remember to pray. Jesus will shoulder our burdens. None 
are too heavy for Him. 

 

	

Ponderings from the Pews 

 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the 
church, other than the minister or someone who holds office.  We have said that “We all are the 

church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  
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UPDATE REGARDING OUR CHURCH AND  

SUMMARY OF OUR APRIL 30TH BUDGET MEETING 

The following is a summary of the meeting (Official Meeting minutes will be shared with 
members in the next couple of weeks): 

• We had all six Trustees (Kim Witkowski, Myron Kniskern, Matthew Wilms, Phil Davis, 
Gloria Hellijas, Mary Ella Davenport), the Treasurer – Liz Gaylor, the Secretary – Jo Ann 
Wilms, as well as some members of the church in attendance.  

• We now have an FEIN (Federal Identification Number) so that we can now open a bank 
account (which Liz Gaylor will do next week). 

• In reviewing the not-for-profit process, Kim W. noted that we will need to make sure this 
process is completed within 27 months of incorporation.  This includes developing the bi-
laws and mission/vision statement for our church. 

• We will be having our first Mother’s Day coffee hour after church on Sunday, May 8th, 
2016 to celebrate all our Mothers and women of the church.  Everyone is encouraged to 
bring a goody to share.  We will also do something for Father’s Day in June. 

• We have approximately $3,000 so far in our treasury.   
• We went over the draft of the proposed budget – there are, of course, a lot of unknowns 

at this time.  We will need to wait to see what the Calvary Assembly of God proposes to 
us for this building, and then bring it to the members to vote on our options and our next 
steps.  

• It was also suggested that we start a separate line item specifically marked as “Building 
Fund”.  This money will be used specifically for the purchase/rent/or building of a 
church.  We will let the community know that we would welcome donations for this 
purpose. 

• We will add a “Wish List” to the newsletter to see if anyone might have a used 
refrigerator and lawnmower they would be willing to donate to us.  We will also look for 
donations of toilet paper and paper towel for the time being. 

• We are proposing to have our first church fundraiser for Saturday, June 18th – this will be 
a rummage sale at the church (if Calvary agrees to us using this facility) – the time will be 
from 8:00 am to 4:00 p.m.  We ask that no large appliance or electronics be donated. 

• We will also check with Calvary to see if it would be o.k. to add a second railing to the 
handicap ramp for safety concerns. 

• We would like to donate $200 to Calvary as a gesture of appreciation for allowing us to 
use this building. 

• We would like to go ahead and purchase 6 6’ tables from Agway, which Sue Davis has 
offered to get with her employee discount.  The cost would be approximately $230. 

• We potentially have a donation of 100 metal folding chairs from another Church – Pastor 
Dave will follow up on this and let us know. 

• We would also like to purchase 100 chairs for our sanctuary (we are borrowing the 
current chairs).  We would like to get some samples so that the members can see and sit 
on them to decide what they would like to order. 

• We will bring these items to the members to vote on at Sunday’s Church Service (May 1st) 
• Wednesday, June 22nd at 7:00 p.m. will be the next Budget Committee Meeting. 
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INSPIRATIONAL STORY FOR MAY 2016 

God has given us opportunities every day of our lives,  

but today is the day we’re given to start looking ahead 

(Submitted to The Daily Guidepost by Elizabeth Peale Allen) 

Ever wish you could enter a time machine and go back and change something in your past—fix a 
mistake, alter a decision? Everybody has regrets! Even the “heroes” of the Bible had cause to look 
back wistfully. Yet the Apostle Paul warns us not to keep our eyes in the rearview mirror: 
“Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).  

Imagine how Peter must have felt when, in the pre-dawn of the night of Jesus’ arrest…the rooster 
crowed. In that moment, Peter knew he had utterly failed. “Even if all fall away on account of you, 
I never will,” Peter had insisted. But Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the 
rooster crows, you will disown me three times” (Matthew 26:33-34). It’s no surprise Who was 
right.  

But Peter was not the first person in the Bible who struggled with regret. Adam and Eve surely 
looked back wistfully on the paradise they had lost. An act of willful disobedience, and Eden was 
gone. Adam and Eve (and the rest of mankind) would now grow their food “by the sweat of your 
brow” (Genesis 3:19).  

There was also Samuel, a parent whose sons “did not follow his ways. They turned aside after 
dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice” (1 Samuel 8:3). Holy as he was, surely 
Samuel, too, wished he’d done a few things differently.  

Free will gives us the opportunity to make our own decisions—and the not-so-pleasant possibility 
that we’ll make choices we later wish we hadn’t.  But if looking at our past choices draws our 
hearts closer to God, the time spent pondering how we’d do things differently is valuable. Looking 
back can help us repent, and “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).   

God has given us opportunities every day of our lives, but today is the day we’re given to start 
looking ahead, to shake off old chains, to forgive and be forgiven. 

 “The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

 
Our Church “Wish List” 

Do you have a used working refrigerator or lawnmower that you would be willing to donate to 
our church?  If so, we would love to take it – please let one of the Trustees know and we will 

make arrangements to pick the item up.  Thank you! 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

We welcome you to join us in receiving the sacraments of Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month.  Holy Communion is a blessing we receive from God as His promise 
of healing, wholeness, and forgiveness of our sins.  Jesus wants us to be aware of how His 
body was broken so that we may be made whole and that His blood was shed for the 
forgiveness of our sins.  The table of the Lord is open to all who respond to Christ’s love. 

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

The first Sunday of each month we will continue to collect food items for the First Baptist 
Church Food Pantry in Cobleskill.  Please bring non-perishable food items and leave them 
in the back of the sanctuary on the table.  If there are other food pantries that you would like 
to support through this donation, please let Kathy or Dave know and we will be happy to 
accommodate. 

 

CHURCH FACILITY MAINTENANCE UPDATE 

 An initial clean through has been done to the building; however, we need people to volunteer 
to help with weekly cleaning, mowing, etc. We have been blessed with the use of this facility 
for our worship services and now it is up to us to take care of this gift.  The sign-up sheet is in 
the back of the church, and a key is available to take with you for the week and return when 
you are done.  We can continue on a weekly basis, or if people would rather do it monthly, 
please let Phil know and we’ll come up with a different format for the schedule. 

 

REMEMBER…THIS SUNDAY, MAY 8TH, WE WILL BE CELEBRATING ALL 
OF THE MOM’S AND WOMEN OF OUR CHURCH, WITH A SPECIAL 
COFFEE HOUR AFTER SERVICE.  PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING A 
GOODY TO SHARE WITH EVERYONE AND LET’S THANK ALL THE 

WOMEN IN OUR LIVES FOR EVERYTHING THEY DO! 
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PICTURES OF OUR BEAUTIFUL BUILDING THAT WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED TO USE 

To help those who have not had a chance to visit us physically, to enjoy our changes… 

OUR CELEBRATIONS:  SO MANY THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR… 

Thank you to Melody Houck and Rev. Richard Bean for filling in for 
Pastor Dave during the past month…We so appreciate you covering 
for him… 

Thank you so much to the membership for embracing this new 
journey with such love and support! 

Thank you to the Calvary Assembly of God for letting us continue 
to use this very spiritual building to conduct our worship services. 

Thank you to all of you who were able to attend our first official 
Membership Meeting on April 3rd and also our first Budget meeting 
on April 30th. 

Thank you to everyone who is volunteering to help with the 
maintenance and cleaning of our new space. 

Thank you to everyone who is helping to make our new sanctuary 
feel more like home! 

 

 


