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Our services are currently held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-423-3511 
Our New Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Important Dates: 

May 

Fall is in the air (kind of).  It is the time of year that we seem to have a feeling of excitement, as we 
know that school is starting once again for our children, and of course, the holidays are in the not 
too distant future.  September will also mark the one-year closing of our former churches, but the 
beginning of the process that has led us to where we are today.  I truly believe that when God 
closes one door, he opens another – and that has certainly been proven to us over the last year.  I 
know you share my excitement as we are in the process of purchasing our own church building 
and the excitement of growing our church, as well as our faith community. As always, please let 
me know if you think someone would appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter and I will be 
happy to send them one.  Remember, the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter is 
the 25th of the month.  You can email me at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, 
or mail me any submissions.  God Bless,  Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

 

Thursday, September 8th:  Trustee Meeting 
here at the Church at 7:00 p.m.  – all 
members welcome to attend 

Sunday, September 11th::  Church Business 
Meeting – all church members requested to 
attend – directly following worship service  

October  

Saturday, October 22nd::  Our First Chicken 
and Biscuit Dinner Fundraiser at the 
Lawyersville Church – from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 

September  
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 
 

 
The personal component of Unity 

 
Last month I spoke of celebrating that which unites us, as it was the theme for the ecumenical service held 
in Middleburgh this year.  We are, as the Bible tells us, all part of one body...the body of Christ.  In a 
published article by Ryan Denison titled ‘Surprising findings about why people go to church’, I was drawn 
to a component that defined the line between strength and weakness in our unity as the church.  Mr 
Denison sites a study by the Pew Research Center.  It concludes that in recent years Americans are 
becoming more active in regards to their faith.  The most common reason for this statistic is the sense that 
they ‘need more God in their lives’.  It is personal.  It is the vibrancy of ones relationship with God.  It is the 
importance of an authentic and meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ.  Matthew 7:24-27 compares the 
wisdom of building on rock and the foolishness of building on sand.  This passage is not just about those 
who profess faith and those who do not or those who go to church and those who do not.  It is about 
believers who at times allow programs, outreach, and other initiatives to become more important in their 
unity as the church and in their personal lives rather than their personal walk with the Lord.   
  
The Daily Bread Devotional shared a story based on Colossians 3:12-17.  It tells us we are a new person 
when we walk with Christ.  As the elect of God we are holy and beloved.  We are to put on tender mercies, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and longsuffering, bearing with one another and forgiving one another as 
Christ has forgiven us.  Paul also tells us in his letter that the bond of perfection is love and we are to let the 
word of Christ dwell in us richly.  Whatever we do in word or deed we are to do in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God through Him.   
  
This past year we have been taken back to a new beginning.  To build anything it begins with one...one 
place, one dream, one idea, one action, one person.  In our individual place, our personal space, what is the 
foundation we are standing on?  Yes more people are becoming active in their faith journey.  More people 
are seeking to restore community and relationships that appear to be sinking.  All people need to start with 
their personal relationship with God.   
  
Sara Groves has a song titled “How is it between us”.  It speaks of her relationship with the world, family, 
friends, material possessions, and employment.  Her drive to do things to change the world and to save the 
day. The chorus takes her and our focus to the important part of life, our foundation;  “Lord first of all, how 
is it between you and me?  How is it between us?  How is it between us Lord? When did I talk to you last, 
and what has happened since?  How is it between us Lord?  How is it between us? When did I talk to you 
last and what has happened?”.  
  
Each day, in everything we do and say, let us live and act from a solid foundation.  Blessed assurance, Jesus 
is mine, oh what a foretaste of glory divine.  For on Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking 
sand...all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
   In God We Trust / Love and Prayers, Pastor Dave 
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Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 

Sarah Keegan (doing better)  Jeannie Stoddard,   Lori,    Rick Warner,  
Karen Swisher,    Earl Manchester,   Melinda,   MaryLou,  
Claire Tessier,    Cara Wilser,    Betsy Elaine,   Charles Vitale, Sr.,  
Marie Zino,     Georgette Valentine,  Dr. Joan Gardner,  Evelyn Tripp, 
Sandy Britton,    Charles Vitale, Jr.,   Cookie Saez,   Bill Eastman,  
Dottie & Sonny,    The Macri Family,   Anthony Slavik,  Carol LaValley, 
Dave Roberts,    Andrew Boord,   Robin Case,   Sandy Manson, 
Robin Hays,     Patricia Oles,   Margie Decatur,  Bob Nirschl, 
Maxine Christman,    Les Brown,    Ruby Dermody,  Kim Larson,  
Kari Bean and Family,   Kathy Schuppel,   Kelly House,   Judy Eaton,  
Kathy Rivenburgh,    Cindy and Cindy’s mom. 
 
Our Thoughts and Prayers for those Serving in the Military: 

Richard Bean, Jr. and Family; Joshua Bean. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for Families Dealing with Loss: 

John and Amy Lauderbach and Family – recovering from a house fire. 

Celebrations in and around our Church: 

 Congratulations to Shane and Kaitlyn (Haig) Tessier on the birth of their daughter, Athena! 

Member News From Our Church Community 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

It’s hard to believe it is already September, but take a break and call, send a card, or 
find a way to recognize the following friends who are celebrating special days: 
 

Birthdays:       Anniversarys: 

Sept. 2nd Clarissa Kniskern   Sept. 18th:   Jamie and Jeremy Davis 

Sept. 19th Glen Wiegand    Sept. 22nd:   Karla and John Bates 

        Sept. 25th: Kelsey and Peter Radliff 

   

If we missed you, see or call Millie: 518-823-4084 or email at milliew969@gmail.com . 
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

 “Hey, Noah, Got a Permit for that Thing?” 
(Submitted by Rev. Richard Bean and Linda Marie) 

 
The Lord told Noah to build an ark because he was going to destroy the earth with a flood.  He 

gave Noah the blueprints for the ark and the manifest for loading animals in pairs. 
 

Noah went to work, and, six months later, the Lord returned and demanded to know where the 
ark was?  “Lord, please forgive me”, begged Noah.  “I did my best.  But there were big 

problems.  First I had to get a building permit and your plans didn’t meet code.  So I had to hire 
an engineer to redraw the plans.  Then I got into a big fight over whether or not the ark needed 

a fire sprinkler system.  My neighbors objected, claiming I was violating zoning by building 
the ark in my driveway, so I had to get a variance from the city planning commission”. 

 
“Then, I had a big problem getting enough wood for the ark because there was a ban on cutting 
trees because of the endangered spotted owl.  Then the carpenters formed a union and went on 
strike.  I had to negotiate a settlement with the National Labor Relations Board before anyone 
would pick up a saw or hammer.  Now we’ve got 16 carpenters going on the boat and still now 
wood.  “Then, I started gathering up the animals and got sued by an animal rights group.  They 
objected to me taking them from their natural habitat.  Just when I got the suit dismissed, EPA 
notified me that I couldn’t complete the ark without filing an environmental impact statement 

on your proposed flood.   
 

“Then the Army Corps of Engineers wanted a map of the proposed new flood plain.  I sent 
them a globe.  And the IRS has seized all of my assets claiming I’m trying to avoid paying taxes 
by leaving the country.   And I just got a notice form the state about owing some kind of use tax. 

 
“I really don’t think I can finish your ark for at least another five years”, Noah wailed.  The sky 

cleared.  The sun shone.  A rainbow arched.   
 

“You mean you’re not going to destroy the earth?”, Noah asked.  “Oh, yes I am”, replied the 
Lord.  “But I intend to smite the earth with something far worse than a flood.”  

 
“What’s that?,” Noah asked.  The Lord replied, “Government”. 

 
 

Linda and Richard wanted to share a final thought to this submission: 

 

“We thought this would be appropriate as we research all that is needed to purchase our new 
church building.  Remember WE are the Church and the building if our Church Home.  Let’s 
get this done!” 

 
	

Ponderings from the Pews 

 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the 
church, other than the minister or someone who holds office.  We have said that “We all are the 

church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  
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A Couple of New Items for Our Church 

     

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

Something to Share… 

You gotta love compassionate Christian Seniors.  A woman had just returned to her home from an 
evening of church services, when she was startled to see an intruder there.  She caught the man in 
the act of robbing her home of its valuables and yelled:  “Stop!  Acts 2:38!” (Repent and be 
Baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven.).  The burglar stopped in 
his tracks.  The woman calmly called the police and explained what she had done.  As the officer 
cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the burglar, “Why did you just stand there?  All the old 
lady did was yell a scripture to you?”  “Scripture?”, replied the burglar.  “She said she had an Axe 
and Two 38’s! 

 

  

Our new sign for our church is 
now up!  Thank you to Phil 
Davis and Matt Wilms for 
getting it installed for us!  Also 
special thanks to Chris Wilkins 
for designing our sign and for 
Myron Kniskern for arranging 
the whole thing! 

Thank you to Nancy Kniskern’s 
sister-in-law, June Collins, who made 
this beautiful quilt for our church 
and thank you to Phil Davis for 
getting it hung so quickly!  We are so 
blessed! 
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UPDATE REGARDING OUR CHURCH 

 

 
• We have made huge steps towards acquiring our church building.  A gift letter was sent out to our 

members at the beginning of August, and to date, we have received almost $30,000 toward the 
purchase of our new church building!  This has been truly amazing and shows us that our 
congregation is in full support of purchasing this building as our permanent home!  We also have a 
couple of the Trustees who have volunteered to sign for the mortgage for the remainder of the 
funding needed to purchase this building.  We are definitely blessed! 
 

• We have some important meetings coming up to finalize the process so our lawyer can prepare a 
formal Purchase Agreement with the Calvary Assembly of God.  They are as follows: 

 
o Sunday, August 28th, the “Notice of Meeting” was read by Pastor Dave, and will also be 

announced at next Sunday’s service, as per our church by-laws.  I have attached a copy of this 
notice to this newsletter as well. 

o Tuesday, August 30th, at 7:00 p.m. at our Church Sanctuary:  Board of Trustees Special 
Meeting to review and sign the “Resolution of the Board of Trustees” which will be presented 
to the Church congregation at the September 11th, 2016 meeting. 

o Wednesday, August 31st at 6:00 p.m. – The Dinner Committee will be meeting at the 
Lawyersville Church to get a walk-thru of the kitchen and hall, as well as having a meeting to 
discuss the next steps needed for this dinner to occur in October. 

o Thursday, September 8, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. – Board of Trustees Business Meeting at our church 
sanctuary – all members welcome. 

o Sunday, September 11th, 2016 at 9:15 am – All Church Congregational Business Meeting which 
will be held at our church sanctuary directly following our worship service.  We will also be 
having a “coffee hour” during this meeting, so if you would like to bring something to share, 
we would appreciate it. 

o Saturday, October 22nd from 4 to 6:30 p.m. – Chicken and Biscuit Dinner Fundraiser for our 
Church at the Lawyersville Reformed Church.  All are encouraged to attend and bring a 
guest! 
 

• Kim W.  attended the Startchurch.org conference in Boston, Mass.  There was a lot of information 
from the seminar, which will be summarized at our Church business meeting in September. 
 

• We would also like our members to think about some long-term and short-term goals for our new 
church.  All ideas are welcomed!  We will be discussing this as well at our September 11th meeting. 

 
Please pray with us that we will finally be able to have a permanent physical home for our new church. 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact any of the Board of Trustee 
members. 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Our first annual Chicken and Biscuit Dinner Fundraiser for our Building Fund! 

Saturday, October 22nd from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm 

At the Lawyersville Reformed Church, Route 145, Lawyersville, NY 

Hope to see you there! 
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The first Sunday of each month we will continue to collect food items for the First Baptist 
Church Food Pantry in Cobleskill.  Please bring non-perishable food items and leave them 
in the back of the sanctuary on the table.  If there are other food pantries that you would like 
to support through this donation, please let Kathy or Dave know and we will be happy to 
accommodate.  We will also be collecting for the DSS Food Pantry who also are in need for 
families displaced by domestic violence in our area.  A list of the needs are listed on the 
back of the calendar.  Thank you for your support! 

 

 

Bible Emergency Numbers… 
(Submitted by Melody Houck) 

 
When in Sorrow……………………………………………………. John 14 
When men fail you………………………………………………… Psalm 27 
When you have sinned……………………………………………. Psalm 51 
When you have worry……………………………………………… Matthew 6: 19-54 
When you are in danger……………………………………………. Psalm 91 
When God seems far away………………………………………… Psalm 139 
When your faith needs stirring…………………………………… Hebrews 11 
When you are lonely and fearful…………………………………. Psalm 25 
When you grow better and critical………………………………… 1 Cor. 13 
When you feel down and out……………………………………… Romans 8: 31-39 
When you want peace and rest…………………………………… Matthew 11: 25-30 
When the world seems bigger than God………………………… Psalm 90 
When you want Christian assurance…………………………..… Romans 8: 1-30 
When you leave home for labor or travel……………………..… Psalm 121 
When your prayers grow narrow or selfish…………………….. Psalm 67 
When you want courage for a task………………………………. Joshua 1 
When you think of investments/return…………………………. Mark 10 
How to get along with fellowmen………………………………. Romans 12 
For great invention/opportunity…………………………………. Isaiah 55 
For Paul’s secret to happiness……………………………………. Col. 3: 12-17 
If you want to be fruitful…………………………………………. John 15 
If your pocketbook is empty……………………………………… Psalm 37 
If you are losing confidence in people…………………………. 1 Cor. 13 
If people seem unkind……………………………………………. John 15 
If discouraged about your work………………………………… Psalm 126 
If you find the world growing small, and you great………….. Psalm 19 

 
Available 24/7…Phone Service not Required. 

Direct Petitions Heavenward. 
 
 

Getting to know the Apostles - New Monthly Bible Snapshot 

(Information Submitted by Karla Bates) 

JOHN MARK: 

Wrote the Gospel of Mark.  He went with Paul and Barnabus on their first missionary 
journey.  He lived a life of great usefulness and travel.  St. Mark met his death by being 
seized and dragged through the street with a rope around his neck. 

“See, when you drive home today, you’ve got a big windshield on the front of your car. 
And you’ve got a little bitty rearview mirror. And the reason the windshield is so large and 

the rearview mirror is so small is because what’s happened in your past is not near as 
important as what’s in your future.” – Joel Osteen 
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