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Our services are held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-788-4068 
Our Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Important Dates: 

 

AUGUST 2017  

Monday, August 21st:  Women of Faith Monthly 
Meeting at the Church Hall – 6:30 pm – we will be 
having a Potluck Picnic.  Please bring a dish to 
pass. 

Thursday, August 17th:  Monthly Board of 
Trustees Meeting – 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the 
church. 

Sunday, August 27th:  Monthly Fellowship Coffee 
Hour after church. 

Friday, August 25th:  Pastor Dave, Melody, and 
Kim W. will be attending the StartChurch 
Conference in Boston, Mass. 

 

Thank you to our friends who helped to remove our 
steeple top which had blown off and was hanging 
off the side!  Thank you for ensuring our safety! 
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I Don’t Want To, That’s Why 
 

In the seventh chapter of Paul’s letter to the church at Rome, he speaks about the battle within himself.  The 
battle between the flesh and the spirit.  A battle that no human being can avoid.  Is it that Paul is telling us that 
sin enters through our carnal, physical bodies and then like a virus or cancer, seeks to get to our inner most 
being to bring death?  Our inner most being, that part of us that is eternal, our spirit.  Paul wrote in Romans 
7:15: For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that 
I do.  Paul reiterates it again in verses 19-20:  For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to 
do, that I practice.  Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.   
 
God gave us the law, ten commandments, clear cut and simple, written in stone.  Throughout the ages 
mankind has felt the need or desire to add to, redefine, or reinterpret laws to fit the modern language or 
culture.  In doing so there is an attempt to give a rationale (underlying reason or basis, an explanation of 
controlling principles of opinion, belief, or practice; (ref: Miriam-Webster Dictionary).  Rationale is considered to 
be ‘endowed with reason’ and first appeared in 17th century at the beginning of the ‘Age of Reason’.  The root 
word seen in it is rational which means having reason or understanding, reasonable.  After all, it is desirable to 
be considered rational, isn’t it?  Does our struggle in obedience to God and to Christ come down to “I don’t 
want to, that’s why”. 
 
Paul spells it right out for us.  He offers no reason to explain, or excuse to justify or remove blame.  He openly 
confesses that he does what he knows he shouldn’t do and does not do what he knows he should, period.  He 
then calls out the only underlying reason and that is the sin that dwells within him.  Each and every person is 
fighting this same battle.  Pierre Teilhard de Chardin  is noted for the statement, “We are not physical beings 
having a spiritual experience; we are spiritual beings having a physical experience.”   
 
We have all witnessed enough to know that this physical body will one day return from whence it came, ashes 
to ashes and dust to dust.  Like Paul, each person, has to look at what we do or fail to do, what we say or fail 
to say, how we act or fail to act, while in this physical world.  The only cure for our failure is from the great 
physician Jesus Christ, who came to seek and save the sick, the lost, and the dying.  When we invite, allow, 
and embrace the Holy Spirit of God into our inner selves we are empowered to win the battle.  To not be led 
into temptation and to resist evil in whatever form it presents itself.  The gift of the Holy Spirit has been given to 
us, to prepare us for this battle each and every day.  At each moment that we survive another battle we herald 
those words, ‘I have victory in Jesus, my savior forever’.  Paul’s writings tell me that we are not so different in 
this physical experience after all.  He speaks of his own battles between the flesh and the spirit, and the 
struggle to obey Jesus’s words ‘If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me’. 
 
May we always gather together in worship and praise of our Lord that our faith is renewed.  No matter what 
experiences we have in this physical life that may be similar or different, may we always be seen as ‘one in the 
spirit and one in the Lord’.   

In God We Trust/ Love and Prayers,  Pastor Dave  

Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 
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Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 

William Averill,  Kari Bean & Family  Linda Bean,    Doris Blake, 
Sandy Britton,  Jamie Broadwell,  Robin Case,   Carol Coltrain, 
Chad (co-worker),  Dorathea Gaylor,  Dave Coons,   Dottie & Sonny, 
Sherry Haley,  Steven Hulbert,  Johnny,    Jordan Johnson,  
Josephine King,  Kim Larson,    Sandy Manson,  Chris Palmatier, 
Pat,    Mary Robinson,  Cookie Saez,   Bathsheva Sanchez, 
Billy Scarborough,  Anthony Slavik,  Dominick Snyder,  Tom, 
Steve Weinhofer,   Clyde Wilcox,  Tina Winphery,        and Charles Vitale, Jr. 
     
Our Thoughts and Prayers for those Serving in the Military: 

Joshua Bean and Joseph Witkowski. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for the families dealing with loss: 

For the family of Carolyn Becker, upon her loss; the family of Alma Burger, upon her loss; the family 
of Alton Makely, upon his loss; the family of Charlie Gard, upon his loss, and the family of Gerald 
Hamm, upon his loss. 

Please let Pastor Dave or Melody know if you would like someone added to our prayer list. 

Member News From Our Church Community 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

August is here and we finally have some warm weather! Enjoy the summer and call, send a card, 
or find a way to recognize the friends who are celebrating special personal days this month:: 

Birthdays:       Anniversary’s: 

August 5th: Kelsey Radliff    August 5th: Nancy and Dan Kniskern  

August 10th: Gloria Hellijas    August 7th: Joanna and Greg Coons    

August 16th: Randi Bell     August 29th: Elaine and Romine Davenport   

August 16th: Chad Kniskern   August 29th: Clarissa and Chad Kniskern 

August 16th:   Chandler Kniskern 

August 21st: Stephanie Gaylor 

August 23rd: Savannah Coons        

    If we missed you, see or call Millie: 518-823-4084 or email at milliew969@gmail.com . 
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Pellentesque: 

Pellentesque aliquet 
vulputate lacus. Nunc 

vitae felis at sem euismod 
pretium. Nam purus nisl, 
dignissim eu, facilisis eu, 
mattis consectetuer, arcu. 

Pellentesque habitant 
morbi tristique senectus 

et netus et malesuada 
fames ac turpis egestas. 

Communicating as a Christian 
By Kimberly Witkowski 

 
In light of everything going on in both our own church and in our world, I thought that maybe focusing on some 
thoughts on how I think God would want us to communicate with each other would be pertinent.  My mother and 
my grandmother were both very religious congregational women, who went to church weekly.  They would 
always say to me as I was growing up, “If you can’t say something nice, then you shouldn’t say anything at all”.  
Among the many lessons my mother and grandmother taught me, that is one of the ones that still sticks with me 
every day, especially as I get older. 

Learning to Listen to Each Other 

In Proverbs 18:13 we read, “He who answers before listening-that is his folly and his shame.”  I believe it is so 
important to try and be patient and listen to what others have to say – completely.  Give the other person time to 
finish before you respond.  I also think it is really important to be open to the thoughts that others have and to 
listen not just with our ears, but with our hearts as well. 
 
Words Can Hurt 
 
Closely tied in with listening, is the ability to express yourself in a nonabrasive and affirming manner.  Words can 
hurt.  Words can cut.  Anyone who has ever been on the receiving end of sarcastic speech knows the accuracy of 
that idea.  Sometimes we are taught that it is unhealthy to keep our emotions bottled up, and we should allow 
ourselves to “vent”.  Unfortunately, this means we often use words to vent anger, irritation, disappointment, 
impatience, stress, insecurity, guilt, or whatever negative emotion we may be feeling at the time.  In James 1:19-20, 
he tells us, “My dear brothers, take note of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to 
become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires”.  Those three commands 
(quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger) may be the most frequently ignored statements in the whole 
Bible. 
 
The Tricky Tongue 
 
Because we have been created in the likeness of God, we are personal, relational, and communicating beings.  Our 
speech can be a source of blessing or hurt to others.  The tongue seems to be more difficult to bring under control 
than any other part of our body.  I think we have all had times when we speak before we think.  As Christians, I 
personally feel we have a big responsibility to try and speak as positive thoughts as possible, and be as 
encouraging as possible, and hold back the negative thoughts.  Our speech is formed by our character and our 
hearts.  The key to taming the tongue is listening to our hearts. 
 
Final Thoughts 
 
One other communication tool that seems to be used more and more these days is emails and writing.  I am sure 
you may have heard the suggestion about not sending something you just typed when you are angry and/or 
frustrated; but instead, waiting to send it after sleeping on it for a night and praying if this is really the best 
approach in dealing with frustration.  Also, make sure to read it aloud to yourself and really listen to the words 
you have put on paper.  My hope by writing about communication this month, is that you really think about what 
you are saying, and how you are saying it, and asking God for guidance to be sure you are truly communicating as 
God would want a Christian to do. 

Ponderings from the Pews 
 This column in our newsletter provides a space for including thoughts from a member of the church, other than the minister or someone who 

holds office.  We have said that “We all are the church”. This is one way to share our ideas, praises, and concerns with one another.  
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Some Pictures from our July 2017 events…Enjoy! 

 

Our thanks to Sue Davis for doing such an amazing   Phil Davis and John Witkowski helping 
job with flowers and enhancing our Church!   With huge Regional Food Bank Delivery. 

     

 

   

Teamwork!!!  Members from our church helping with Schoharie County Community Action Program food pantry 
delivery in July.  Phil Davis, Barb Nirschl, Vickie MacDonald, and John Witkowski.    
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C.C.C. of Faith – Women of Faith News 
Submitted by Kelsey Radliff 

 
Our “Women of Faith” group held a meeting on Monday, July 17th at the Church Hall. The group would like 
to thank Mary Ella and Peggy for co-chairing this event, and thank you again to everyone who made it a very 
successful fundraiser. The profit from the rummage sale and chicken BBQ totaled just over $1400.00. This 
month the Women of Faith have chosen to make monetary donations to the Zion Lutheran Church in 
Cobleskill to support their free lunch program, to SCAAP to provide backpacks for school children, as well as 
to the First Baptist Church food pantry. We will continue to be collecting food for the food pantries and in 
addition look for the St. Paul's church hint of the month in our newsletter, for specialty items to donate. Our 
next meeting will be held on August 21st at a special time 6:30 pm, as we will be having a potluck picnic at 
the church hall.  
 
If you would like us to send a card to someone (thinking of you, get well, etc.) please let Elaine know so we 
can keep in touch with those who need our thoughts and prayers. 
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information about the women’s group, please feel free to 
contact Nancy Kniskern, Women of Faith Chairperson at 518-234-2370. 

 
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

~ 2 Pete 3:18 

 

 

 

Our thanks to our hardworking Building and Grounds Committee for making our church grounds 
look so beautiful! 

 As always, please let me know if you think someone would appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter 
and I will be happy to send them one.  Remember, the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter 
is the 25th of the month.  You can email me at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or 
mail me any submissions.  God Bless, Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 

St. Paul’s Food Pantry Item of the Month for August is:     Canned tomato or chicken noodle soup 
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Board of Trustees Vacant Position – Nominee 

As reported in our July 2017 Newsletter, we have recently had a Board of Trustee member who has resigned 
from the Board. We have received the name of a Nominee, and he has accepted.  Gary Davis has been gracious 
enough to agree to serve the remainder of the vacancy for the length of the term which ends December 2017.  
The Board of Trustees will vote officially at their next Board meeting on Thursday, August 17th.  We will then 
be looking for nominations in November 2017 to fill the two Trustee positions which will be up for election for 
a three-year term beginning in January 2018.  The Board of Trustees is an integral part of our new church.  The 
Board of Trustees is the Administrative body which oversees the operation of the church, ensuring compliance 
with its not-for-profit status.  We have a very dedicated group of individuals who continue to lay the 
foundation of the Christian Community Church of Faith.  The Board of Trustees meet monthly. Thank you 
again for everyone who submitted names for consideration for this position.  Each nominee was asked if they 
would be interested, and three of them said unfortunately they were not able to serve at this time.  Your 
support is greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions about this board position, please feel free to talk to 
Kim Witkowski or any of the current BOT’s.  

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

This month, we are collecting food for the various food pantries in the local area.  There are many 
people who are homeless and desperate for food in our county.  For the next couple of months, we 
would like to concentrate on collecting juice boxes and snack items, in preparation for children being 
home for the summer.  Any items you can provide are greatly appreciated.  Please bring your items to 
church on Sunday, August 6th. 

 

 We will be collecting new school supplies for SCCAP during July and August 2017.  There is a box 
set up in the sanctuary for the collection.  SCCAP provides free backpacks and school supplies to 
any Schoharie County child that needs them.  These backpacks are handed out the last week in 
August.  Any donation is welcomed.  Donations must be new.  Below is a suggested list of what is 
needed:  (Please note:  we are still collecting and appreciate all the donations we have received!) 

Needed items:  

Notebook paper (both college & regular lined)    Number 2 pencils  

Pens (black or blue ink)   Colored pencils   Highlighters  

Glue & glue sticks    Pencils cases    Insulated lunch bags  

Protractors     Scientific calculators  Erasers  

Multi-subject notebooks  Backpacks   Markers 

1 & 2 inch binders    Colored file folders   Rulers  

Marble composition books  Index cards  
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