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Our services are held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-788-4068 
Our Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Important Dates: 
 

 

OCTOBER 2017  

Monday, October 16th:  Women of Faith Monthly 
Meeting at the Church Hall – 7:00 pm 

Special Holiday Services: 

Tuesday, November 21st, 2017 @ 7:00 
pm – Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, December 24th, 2017 @ 5:00 
pm – Christmas Eve Service 

Please join us for these special 
events! 

Sunday, October 29th:  Monthly Fellowship Coffee 
Hour after church. 

NOVEMBER 2017  

Friday, October 6st:  We will be having a 
Hymn Sing/Soup and Sandwich at the 
church at 6:30 pm. 
 

Saturday, October 21st:  Our Second Annual 
Chicken and Biscuit Dinner at the Lawyersville 
Reformed Church – 4:00 PM TO 6:30 PM 

Thursday, October 26th:  Monthly Board of 
Trustees Meeting – 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the 
church. 
Saturday, October 28th:  Ecumenical Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast at the Brick House Bakery in Cobleskill 
at 8:00 am. 

Tuesday, November 21st:  We will be having 
our Thanksgiving Service at 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday, October 28st:  The Zion Lutheran 
Church in Seward will be having their 
Harvest Dinner from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. 
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Seeking Stillness 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  This summer I have worked at practicing 
stillness.  I have taken on this challenge due to a plaque in my office which reads, ‘Be still, and know 
that I am God’  Psalm 46:10.  I thought about time spent reading scripture or preparing a sermon....I 
am not still.  Devotional time or time spent in prayer.....I am not still.  Throughout the minutes, hours, 
and days there seems to be constant activity whether physical or mental.  Yes it is difficult to ‘be still’.  
To empty our hands and our minds and completely focus on God and only God.   
 
It seems there is always some sort of noise whether it is audible or just the agendas and to do lists 
that strive to consume our thoughts and minds so that they may once again send our feet and hands 
into motion again.  There are even ‘white noise’ machines to help block out other noise that may be 
distracting us and interfering with our concentrating and ‘being still’. 
  
I have found two methods that are helping me improve my ability to be still, so that I may know God 
more.  The first is to sit in back of our house which faces the woods and watch the breeze dance with 
the leaves on the trees or the sprigs of grass and new trees that are reaching toward heaven.  The 
second is at night sitting on our patio bench watching the flames dance on logs in our steel fire pit.  
These have both proven to be  wonderful environments for stillness, especially if I catch those special 
moments when there is no noise/sounds of airplanes overhead or vehicle traffic on the nearby 
roadways.   
  
This much I have discovered, when the environment is right around us it is easier to place our focus 
on God and become more intentional in that concentrated effort.  I find myself relaxing from asking 
prying questions of God such as who, what, where, when and why.  To be still, listen to and observe 
the wind and it’s affect on the life around me.  To listen to and observe the flames and the affect they 
have on the wood it is changing/consuming.  To be still and know God’s presence and God’s affect 
on me and how it is changing and consuming me to be whom He wants me to be. 
  
It seems to me there is an abundance of noise in our world.  There is also noise that we have created 
to counteract or block the noise that is already there.  All of this, to me, is static and interference that 
impairs our ability to be still in body, mind, and senses.  Which is robbing us of a great treasure and 
the most important relationship in our lives.  Hear it again.....’Be still and know that I am God’.  Yes, 
seeking and achieving stillness is an essential part of communing with, listening for, and seeing God 
in our lives.  May we all find the stillness to pray more earnestly, listen more intently, and see with 
more focus, our relationship with the one true God who was, is, and always shall be creator, 
sustainer, redeemer, and savior for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

In God We Trust/ Love and Prayers,  Pastor Dave  

Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 
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Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 

Margaret Adams,  William Averill,  Kari Bean & Family  Linda Bean,    
Nathan Bean,   Richard Bean,   Sandy Britton,  Jamie Broadwell, 
Robin Case,   Carol Coltrain,  Chad (co-worker),  The Ernst Family, 
Dorathea Gaylor,  Dave Coons,   Dottie & Sonny,  Sherry Haley, 
Bill and Barb Howell Steven Hulbert,  Johnny,    Jordan Johnson, 
Josephine King,  Kim Larson,    Bryan MacFadden,  Sandy Manson, 
Chris Palmatier,  Pat,    Mary Robinson,  Cookie Saez,  
Billy Scarborough,  Anthony Slavik,  Dominick Snyder,  Tom,   
Steve Weinhofer,   Clyde Wilcox,  Tina Winphery,         & Charles Vitale, Jr. 
     
Our Thoughts and Prayers for those Serving in the Military: 

Joshua Bean and Joseph Witkowski. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for the families dealing with loss: 

For the family of Nancy Sweatman, upon her loss. 

Please let Pastor Dave or Melody know if you would like someone added to our prayer list. 

Member News From Our Church Community 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

October brings changing leaves, church dinners, and cool evenings!    Enjoy the change of season 
and call, send a card, or find a way to recognize the many friends who are celebrating special 
personal days this month. Let Millie know of any errors or additions. 

Birthdays:       Anniversary’s: 

October 6th:  Millie Wiegand  October 31st:  Stephanie and Robert Gaylor  

October 15th:  Phil Davis        

October 20th:  Mary Ella Davenport     

October 24th:  Gary Davis    

October 25th:   Pastor David Houck 

October 31st:  Vickie McDonald    

       

    If we missed you, see or call Millie: 518-823-4084 or email at milliew969@gmail.com . 
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Dedication of our Church Building on Sunday, October 1, 2017 

We had a wonderful service for the dedication of our new church building.  Reverend Linda Bean and Reverend 
Richard Bean both spoke at this special service.  Barb Melera also made special seed packets with a beautiful 
commemoration of this event!  We also had many special guests who joined us in celebrating this joyous event!  If 
you have Facebook, you can check out our Facebook page – we have some live video from the service in case you 
would like to watch it.  Linda Bean also donated the beautiful painting below in memory of her Aunt, who passed 
away this year.  We continue to move forward with much support from both our members, as well as our 
surrounding community.  Thank you to everyone who continues to support us and encourage us! 
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C.C.C. of Faith – Women of Faith News 
Submitted by Kathy Davis 

 
Our “Women of Faith” group held a meeting on Monday, September 18th at the Church Hall.   

Fall is always a busy time of year with summer winding down, school starting and everyone is 
beginning to think about the holidays coming up.  At the Christian Community Church of Faith, a 
lot is happening too. 

Friday September 29th at 6:30pm, we will be hosting Dawn LaFlamm (Peggy Himes’ aunt) from 
Mexico NY who will be sharing her story about her desire and mission to build a library in Ghana 
Africa.  We would like to invite everyone to join us, bring your family and friends for this 
inspirational story. 

Saturday, October 28th, Zion St. John’s Lutheran Church in Seward will be hosting their annual 
Harvest Dinner.  We will be looking for volunteers from our church to help them in serving their 
dinner.  If you are interested in helping please contact Kathy Davis for more information.  If you’re 
not able to help, please consider supporting our friends at the Zion Lutheran Church by stopping 
by for a wonderful dinner. 

We are planning a costume party for children on Sunday afternoon, October 29th from 1:00 to 3:00 at 
our church.  There will be games, prizes, and refreshments so spread the word, mark your calendar, 
and plan on joining us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship (children must be accompanied by an 
adult). 

As always, if you would like us to send a card to someone (thinking of you, get well, etc.) please let 
Elaine Davenport know so we can keep in touch with those who need our thoughts and prayers. 

We would love to have you join us at our next meeting, Monday, October 16th at 7:00pm at the 
Christian Community Church of Faith. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information about the women’s group, please 
contact Nancy Kniskern, Women of Faith Chairperson at 518-234-2370. 

 

Colossians 3:17 
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 

Him to God the Father 

 
 
 
 

As always, please let me know if you think someone would appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter 
and I will be happy to send them one.  Remember, the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter 
is the 25th of the month.  You can email me at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or 
mail me any submissions.  God Bless, Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 
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 Volunteer 

Definition:  “A person who voluntarily offers himself or herself for a service or undertaking.” 

A big thank you to those of you who volunteer your time by signing up to mow the lawn, clean the church, 
and provide refreshments for our “Framily” Sunday the last Sunday of each month.  

I would like to ask everyone to consider signing up for one or more of these areas. As the saying goes, “many 
hands make light work”. Please check out the sign-up sheets in the back of the church and consider 
volunteering a small amount of your time to helping us to maintain our church building and grounds.  

Thank you,    Kathy Davis  

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

This month, we are collecting food for the various food pantries in the local area.  There are many 
people who are homeless and desperate for food in our county. Any items you can provide are greatly 
appreciated, especially canned fruits, canned vegetables, and microwavable prepared meals.  Please 
bring your items to church on Sunday, November 5th.  Thank you for your continued support – we are 
making a difference!

 

 “COATS FOR KIDS ANNUAL COLLECTION” 

We will again be collecting new and used coats for SCCAP during October 2017.  There is a box set 
up in the sanctuary for the collection.  SCCAP provides free coats to any Schoharie County child or 
adult that needs them.  These coats will be given out beginning in November and continuing 
throughout the winter.  Thank you for your continued support of this important and vital 
assistance to our local community. 

 

2ND ANNUAL CHICKEN AND BISCUIT SUPPER 
 

Your favorite recipes for chicken and biscuits in gravy, green beans, sweet butternut 
squash, cabbage salad, cranberry jelly, and lots of homemade pies will be used by 
“old” cooks with new apprentices, as the Christian Community Church of Faith 

invites you to our 2nd Annual Fall Supper on Saturday, October 21ST. We will be 
serving from 4:00 – 6:30 PM in the Lawyersville Reformed Church Hall. 

Take-outs will be available as well. Cost is by donation. 
We hope you will join us for this wonderful event! 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please contact 
Nancy Kniskern at 518-234-2370 or Gloria Hellijas at 518-234-3962. 



 

 
 

Christian Community Church of Faith 

OCTOBER 2017 NEWSLETTER ISSUE #20 

7 

 


