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Our services are held at  
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-788-4068 
Our Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Important Dates: 
 

 

DECEMBER 2017  

Monday, December 18th:  Women of Faith will be 
having their Christmas Party at 6:30 pm (please 
bring a dish to pass) at the Church Hall 

Special Christmas Service: 

Sunday, December 24th, 2017 @ 5:00 
pm – Christmas Eve Service (Please 

note that this service will be in place 
of the regular Sunday morning 8:30 

am service. 

Please join us for this special service! 

Sunday, December 31st:  Monthly Fellowship 
Coffee Hour after church. 

JANUARY 2018  

Saturday, December 2nd:  Christmas Parade in 
Cobleskill.  Our church is doing a live nativity 
float this year.  We will be looking for volunteers.  
Line up is at 4:00 pm by the Cobleskill Diner, and 
the parade starts at 5:00 pm. 

Saturday, December 2nd:  Bell Ringing for the 
Salvation Army from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM – at 
Walmart this year. 

Sunday, December 24th:  Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 28th:  Annual Congregational 
Meeting, beginning at 9:15 am immediately 
following Worship Service 
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Offense or Defense 

One of the online resources I use is called Faithit. This past month one of the stories posted was about a high school 
football team and their coach. In many competitions there are two sides...Offense and Defense. Defense is defined as the 
act or action of defending; capability of resisting attack; a means or method of protecting oneself. Offense is defined as 
something that outrages the moral or physical senses; the act of displeasing or affronting; a breach of a moral or social 
code; the act of attacking; the means or method of attacking or attempting to score; scoring ability. Throughout our lives, 
not just in athletics, we are in competition and I wonder if the dual meaning of offense is used more against people rather 
than for people.  

It can all get rather confusing at times. In a land that protects and defends our freedoms, there is an on going competition 
regarding the practice of freedom of religion. The competition on and off the field regarding the afore mentioned coach 
and team is stated to have begun with a ban requested by the ‘Freedom From Religion Foundation’. The ban came about 
when it was noted that the coach prayed with the team members, on the field before their games. It was not made clear if 
the coach was leading or just participating in the prayer time. A news reporter gave the impression the ban did not allow 
the coach to participate, even in a student led prayer. It was stated that the coach is a ‘public’ school employee and his 
actions are seen as him ‘furthering personal religious beliefs’ and ‘equate to a government advancement and endorsement 
of religion’. The petitioner (FFRF) believes this is a ‘violation of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment’ of the 
Constitution of the United States.  

It is written that there is a competition, a war going on over souls. Paul wrote in Philippians 3:14 I press toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. In competition one is on offense when they are advancing/moving 
towards the goal. An important objective for all people is not to be ‘offensive’ for in doing so one can be penalized. I’ve 
pondered if the public display of the symbols, words, and actions of our faith are being labeled as offensive in order to 
penalize and restrict those who practice them. Our national freedoms protect many symbols, words, and actions that are 
found to be offensive to some. I feel they are a statement about those who use them, a furthering of beliefs that they feel 
are acceptable and permissible. I wonder if the symbols, words, and actions of the faithful to God are treated differently 
than those of other beliefs, thus causing the faithful to take the field in defense mode?  

Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. I have not heard about bans or 
actions taken against all of the symbols, words, and actions that are present in our society. Disapproval is voiced against 
many, but it seems that more often than not actions are taken against those that represent faith and belief in God.    

Jesus did not appear to be on defense while here on earth. He strove towards the goal. He spoke “the kingdom of heaven 
is like” and “blessed are those who”. He gave people what they needed to make an informed choice. A decision that 
effects each and every person for eternity. He was on the offense to score souls for the kingdom without being offensive. 
Yet, we know that what He said and did was offensive to some and it led to His crucifixion. Let us learn from Jesus. Let 
us remember that in our journey here on earth we may well have to play defense sometimes. Do not be afraid to be on 
offense, striving towards the goal. Just don’t be offensive in doing so. Oh, when the coach was banned from praying with 
the team, 400 students stood together before their next game and bowed their heads in prayer. It is not illegal for students 
to do so and they rose up as leaders. Leaders on their field, in their community, and of the faith. Thanks be to God. 

In God We Trust/ Love and Prayers,  Pastor Dave  

Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message 
 



 

Christian Community Church of Faith 

DECEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER ISSUE #22 

3 

  

Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 

Margaret Adams,  William Averill,  Kari Bean & Family  Linda Bean,    
Nathan Bean,   Richard Bean,   Sandy Britton,  Jamie Broadwell, 
John Butler,    Robin Case,   Carol Coltrain,  Chad Douglas, 
The Ernst Family,   Dorathea Gaylor,  Dave Coons,   Dottie & Sonny, 
Sherry Haley,   Bill and Barb Howell Johnny,    Jordan Johnson, 
Josephine King,  Kim Larson,    Jean Linehan,  Sandy Manson, 
Lois (Judy Kramer’s Friend) Peter Melera,   Chris Palmatier,  Howard Rickard, 
Mary Robinson,  Cookie Saez,   Marcus Sardina,   Billy Scarborough, 
Anthony Slavik,  Dominick Snyder,  Phyllis Sparks,   Tom,  
Charles Vitale, Jr.  Steve Weinhofer,   Clyde Wilcox,  Tina Winphery, 
and John Young. 
     
Our Thoughts and Prayers for those Serving in the Military: 

Joshua Bean and Joseph Witkowski. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for the families dealing with loss: 

For the family of Warren Slater, Sr., upon his loss; For the family of David Becker, upon his loss; and 
for the family of Marion Butler, upon her loss. 

Please let Pastor Dave or Melody know if you would like someone added to our prayer list. 

Member News From Our Church Community 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO CELEBRATE! 

December!!  How the year has flown. And how we fly in preparation for the joyous celebration of 
our Savior’s Birth and time for fun and fellowship with family and friends. 

Here are our church family celebrations for the month. Let Millie know of any errors or additions. 

Birthdays:       Anniversary’s: 

December 11th:  Barbara Nirschl 

December 30th:  Nancy Kniskern 

    

If we missed you, see or call Millie: 518-823-4084 or email at milliew969@gmail.com . 
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                                                               25 WAYS WE'RE DIFFERENT THIS CHRISTMAS 
 
1. Last Christmas we were thinking about all the things we didn't have; this Christmas we are thinking 
about all the things we do have. 
2. Last Christmas we were placing wreaths on the doors of our homes; this Christmas we are placing wreaths 
on the graves of our heroes. 
3. Last Christmas we were letting our sons play with toy guns; this Christmas we are teaching them that 
guns are not toys. 
4. Last Christmas we were counting our money; this Christmas we are counting our blessings. 
5. Last Christmas we were lighting candles to decorate; this Christmas we are lighting candles to 
commemorate. 
6. Last Christmas we paid lip service to the real meaning of the holidays; this Christmas we are paying 
homage to it. 
7. Last Christmas we were digging deep into our bank accounts to find money to fly home for the holidays; 
this Christmas we are digging deep into our souls to find the courage to do so. 
8. Last Christmas we were trying not to let annoying relatives get the best of us; this Christmas we are trying 
to give the best of ourselves to them. 
9. Last Christmas we thought it was enough to celebrate the holidays; this Christmas we know we must also 
find ways to consecrate them. 
10. Last Christmas we thought a man who could rush down a football field was a hero; this Christmas we 
know a man who rushes into a burning building is the real one. 
11. Last Christmas we were thinking about the madness of the holidays; this Christmas we are thinking 
about the meaning of them. 
12. Last Christmas we were getting on one another's nerves; this Christmas we are getting on our knees. 
13. Last Christmas we were giving thanks for gifts from stores; this Christmas we are giving thanks for gifts 
from GOD. 
14. Last Christmas we were wondering how to give our children all the things that money can buy; this 
Christmas we are wondering how to give them all the things money can't (peace, security). 
15. Last Christmas we were thinking about all the pressure we are under at the office; this Christmas we are 
thinking about all the people who no longer have an office to go to. 
16. Last Christmas we were singing carols; this Christmas we are singing anthems. 
17. Last Christmas we were thinking how good it would feel to be affluent; this Christmas we are thinking 
how good it feels to be alive. 
18. Last Christmas we thought angels were in heaven; this Christmas we know they are right here on earth. 
19. Last Christmas we were contemplating all the changes we wanted to make in the new year; this 
Christmas we are contemplating all the changes we will have to make in this new reality. 
20. Last Christmas we believed in the power of the pocketbook; this Christmas we believe in the power of 
prayer. 
21. Last Christmas we were sharing / spreading / listening to gossip; this Christmas we are sharing / 
spreading and listening to the Gospel. 
22. Last Christmas we were complaining about how much of our earnings went to taxes; this Christmas we 
comprehend that freedom isn't free. 
23. Last Christmas we valued things that were costly; this Christmas we value things that are holy. 
24. Last Christmas the people we idolized wore sports uniforms; this Christmas the people we idolize wear 
police, firefighter and military uniforms. 
25. Last Christmas peace on earth is something we prayed for on Sunday morning; now it's something we 
pray for every day. 

-Author Unknown 
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C.C.C. of Faith – Women of Faith News 
Submitted by Kelsey Radliff 

 
Our “Women of Faith” group held a meeting on Tuesday, November 14th, 2017.  During this meeting 

we reflected on some of the events from the fall.  Our Harvest Party was a success, 15 children attended and 
participated in games, went through the spooky area and enjoyed some tasty treats.  Thank you to all those 
who were involved in the planning and running of this event.  Several members of the Women's group 
assisted the Zion Lutheran Church Congregation with serving their Harvest Dinner which was a wonderful 
time of fellowship. 

 
Currently we are preparing for the busy holiday season!  Members of the Women’s group as well as 

members from the congregation will be ringing the salvation army bell and participating in the Cobleskill 
Holiday Parade.  Look for us-the LIVE nativity scene!  We will be decorating our church and filling 
Christmas bags on December 10th.  The Women’s group made donations to the lunch program through the 
Lutheran Church of Cobleskill, the backpack program through Cobleskill Richmondville Central Schools, the 
Rolphie Fund and the Schoharie Valley Animal Shelter.  We continue to collect donations for the local food 
pantries and the food item for the month of December is saltine crackers.  
 
PANCAKES, EGGS, SAUSAGE GRAVY OH MY! It is that time of year again, join us for our 
delicious pancake breakfasts that are held at the Zion Lutheran Church in Seward. 

 
SAVE THE DATES: 

January 20th 
February 17th 

March 17th 
 
**We would love to have you join us for our Christmas Party on Monday, December 18th at 6:30 pm, we will 
be having a potluck dinner.  There will be No gift exchange.  As always this will be held at the Christian 
Community Church of Faith. 
 
If you would like us to send a card to someone (thinking of you, get well, etc.) please let Elaine know so we 
can keep in touch with those who need our thoughts and prayers. 
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information about the women’s group, please feel free to 
contact Nancy Kniskern, Women of Faith Chairperson at 518-234-2370. 
 

“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 
 

-2 Corinthians 9:15 
 
 

 

 
As always, please let me know if you think someone would appreciate receiving a copy of this newsletter 
and I will be happy to send them one.  Remember, the deadline for submissions for the monthly newsletter 
is the 25th of the month.  You can email me at kswitkowski@hotmail.com, phone me at 518-788-4068, or 
mail me any submissions.  God Bless, Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor 
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 Volunteer 

Definition:  “A person who voluntarily offers himself or herself for a service or undertaking.” 

A big thank you to those of you who volunteer your time by signing up to mow the lawn, clean the church, 
and provide refreshments for our “Framily” Sunday the last Sunday of each month.  

I would like to ask everyone to consider signing up for one or more of these areas. As the saying goes, “many 
hands make light work”. Please check out the sign-up sheets in the back of the church and consider 
volunteering a small amount of your time to helping us to maintain our church building and grounds.  

Thank you,    Kathy Davis 

SUPPORTING OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give than receive” 

This month, we are collecting food for the various food pantries in the local area.  There are many 
people who are homeless and desperate for food in our county. Any items you can provide are greatly 
appreciated, especially canned fruits, canned vegetables, and microwavable prepared meals.  Please 
bring your items to church on Sunday, December 3rd.  Thank you for your continued support – we are 
making a difference!

 

 CHRISTMAS THINKING OF YOU BAGS 

We will be gathering items for the elderly, shut-ins, or anyone you feel needs a bit of cheer during 
the holiday season.  We usually fill 30 bags.  If you would like to donate items or have any 
questions, feel free to contact Elaine Davenport at 518-234-2248.  Examples of items may include:  
crossword puzzle/word search books, individual hot cocoa mix, fruit cups, packaged snack items, 
oranges, popcorn, tissues, hand cream, chap stick, small note pads with pens, mini flashlights, 
comb/brush set, hats, gloves, socks, etc.  The bags will be filled after church on Sunday, December 
10th.  The will be delivered that week. 

 

 

Board of Trustees Member Vacancy 
 

We will have at least 1 vacancy on the Board of Trustees coming up for the next 3 year term 
(2018-2021).  We are looking for nominations for a church member to become a Board of 

Trustee member.  The Board meets monthly (last Thursday of the month).  If you are interested 
in this position or would like to nominate someone for this position, please put their name in 

the box located in the foyer of the church.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Kim Witkowski at 518-788-4068 or kswitkowski@hotmail.com. 
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