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August 2018 Newsletter 
 

 

 
Combined Worship Service and Luncheon  

Hosted by Sidney Friends and Family Church on  

Sunday, August 5th, 2018 at 11:00 am. in Sidney, NY 

Our friends have invited us to join them for a joint Worship Service 
at their church in Sidney, and they are hosting a luncheon for us 
after the service.  I hope you can join us for this wonderful 
opportunity to worship with our friends who have been some of our 
strongest supporters of our new church. Also, if you are unable to 
join us, Pastor Richard Bean will host our regular church service at 
8:30 am and provide Communion for anyone interested. 

-Kimberly Witkowski, Newsletter Editor – kswitkowski@hotmail.com 
or 518-788-4068.  If you need directions, please let me know. 
 

Quote of the Month: 

“We don’t grow when things are easy, We grow when we face  
challenges.“ (Author Unknown)  

 

Upcoming Events 

August 5 

Special Service with Sidney 
Friends and Family Church in 
Sidney, followed by luncheon – at 
11:00 am. 

August 20 

Women of Faith Monthly Meeting 
& Summer Picnic at the Church’s 
Fellowship Hall at 6:30 pm.  
Please bring dish to pass.  
 

August 25 

Ecumenical Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast at the Brick House 
Bakery in Cobleskill at 8:00 am  

August 27 

Board of Trustees Quarterly 
Meeting – 6:30 pm at the Church’s 
Fellowship Hall  

September 6 

Organizational Meeting for the 
2018 Chicken & Biscuit Dinner at 
7:00 pm at the Church Fellowship 
Hall.  All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend! 
 

Our services are held at 
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-788-4068 
Our Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Pastor:  Reverend David Houck 
518-827-6386 

Email:  pastordave@midtel.net 
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Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message  

Singing Hallelujah!  
 
Leonard Cohen, a poet, writer, and folk singer has written 
many pieces over the years.  The one that I am most familiar 
with has been performed by hundreds of artists and is titled 
Hallelujah.  Hallelujah, from the Hebrew origin, literally means 
‘praise God’. 
 
It is said that Cohen wrote eighty verses for the piece although 
generally less than half a dozen are known and used in 
performances.  Born in Canada and raised in the Jewish faith 
his works explored spirituality, politics, and relationships.  
  
In the verses of Hallelujah there are references to figures in the Torah (part of our Old 
Testament), and references to relationship issues in life.  The chorus after each is Hallelujah.  
For me the passion of shouting out Hallelujah is exampled in both a joyous, celebratory state 
and after those not so joyous times.  Those times when defeat, abandonment, and isolation 
test our faith and as Leonard Cohen put’s it, we cry out with ‘a cold and broken...a cold and 
lonely, Hallelujah’.  This leads me to Paul’s writing to the Thessalonians, ‘in everything give 
thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you’.   
 
It is only by the spirit within us that we can deal with and overcome the darkness in the world.  
The darkness that causes us to experience, or cause, feelings of defeat, abandonment, 
isolation.  Paul goes on to say, ‘Test all things, hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form 
of evil’.  The standard that we test things by is the word of God and the word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ.  We come to a point where we realize a need in us.  We accept that we are 
cracked and broken by this life and in need of healing.  Of healing that can only be found in 
the great physician, Jesus Christ.  The one who gave the miracle of healing to many broken 
bodies and spirits by word or by touch.  To all who are spiritually dying in darkness and feeling 
defeated, abandoned, isolated, and hopeless He heals by faith.  Our faith, that believes and 
trusts in Him and the One who sent Him.    
 
In the piece titled ‘Anthem’, Leonard Cohen offers this chorus, “Ring the bells, ring the bells 
that still can ring.  Forget your perfect offering.  There is a crack in everything, there is a crack 
in everything.  That's how the light gets in.”  May we accept our cracked and broken state as 
the opportunity, the way, for the light to enter in.  May that light fill us so as to help others 
overcome their personal dark moments by ‘the way, the truth, and the life’ that is found in 
Jesus.  May we ring the bells of Hallelujah in our lives for the whole world to hear.  May our 
Hallelujah’s let freedom ring, for as it is written, Jesus said: “If you abide in My word, you are 
My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”   Hallelujah!    

 
In God We Trust / ♥ and Prayers, Pastor Dave  
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Member News from our Church & Community  

Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 
Richard Bean, Jr.  Margaret Becker Krage Brinkman 
Les Brown   Margie Davis Decatur Molly Diaz  
Dorothea Gaylor  Gloria Helijas  Beverly Kachmarik 
Josephine King   Robert Meunier John Murray 
Charles Vitale, Jr.  Mary Robinson Marie Schone  
 
  

Our Thoughts and Prayers for those serving in the Military: 
Joshua Bean   Joseph Witkowski  
 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for Families Dealing with Loss: 
Phillips Family (Mary)  Ryan Family (Tom) 
 
Skaarup Family (Debra)  Norelius Family (Gerard) 
 
Schell Family (Helen)   Hogan Family (Elizabeth) 
 
Diaz Family (Milagros)  Zottola Family (Eleanor) 
 
 
  

B  

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: 

August Birthdays: 
August 1st:  Gary Morgan 
 
August 5th:  Kelsey Radliff 
 
August 10th: Gloria Hellijas 
 
August 16th:  Randi Bell 

          Chad Kniskern 
          Chandler Kniskern 

 
August 21st: Stephanie Gaylor 
 
August 23rd: Savannah Coons 
 

August Anniversaries: 
  
 
Call, send a card, or find a way to 
recognize the many friends who are 
celebrating special personal days 
this month. Let Kim know of any 
errors or additions. 

 

Important!  Steeple Work on our Steeple will 
begin during the week of July 2nd, and will 

continue for the month.  There will be 
scaffolding set up above our main entrance.  

Please use side entrance when entering Church. 
Thank you! 

August Anniversaries: 
 
August 5th:  Dan & Nancy Kniskern 
 
August 7th:  Joanna & Greg Coons 
 
August 29th: Elaine & Romine Davenport 
 
August 29th:  Chad & Clarissa Kniskern 
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C.C.C. of Faith – Women of Faith News 

Submitted by Kelsey Radliff 
The Women of Faith held a meeting on Monday, July 16th at 
7:00pm.  Time was spent discussing and planning our part in the Vacation 
Bible School that will be held @ St. Paul’s Lutheran Church from August 
12th-16th.   
 
Several of the Women of Faith members, along with members of the 
congregation have been able to assist with the free lunch program that is 
being held at the Richmondville Methodist Church.  We are happy to say 
that there has been a good turn out so far.  This program will continue to 
run until August 31st and is open to members of the community of all ages. 
During our meeting we packed snack bags that will be distributed to 
children attending summer camp sponsored by the Salvation Army.  
 

**Christian Community Church of Faith shirts are coming soon! More 
information will be posted in our welcome area for those who are 

interested.   
 
The food donation item for St. Paul’s Lutheran Church for August is 
canned tomato & chicken noodle soup, for those who want to 
participate.  This is in addition to our regular monthly food donation for 
other local food pantries in our community. 
 
If you would like us to send a card to someone (thinking of you, get well, 
etc.) please let Sue Davis know so we can keep in touch with those who 
need our thoughts and prayers. 
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information about the 
women’s group, please feel free to contact Nancy Kniskern, Women of 
Faith Chairperson at 518-234-2370. 
 
The Women of Faith will gather again on August 20th @ 6:30 pm for our 
summer picnic which will be held in place of our usual monthly meeting.  
 

For You are my hope: O Lord God, You are my trust from my youth and 
the source of my confidence. -Psalm 71:5 
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Pondering from the Pews 

Thank You! 
We would like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to all that helped to keep Richard’s (Pickle) 
80th Birthday Party a TRUE surprise - Sorry I had to deceive him in so many ways, and I 
apologize to anyone who had to make-up stories. He truly was surprised, in fact, Blown 
Away! 
 
A special thanks to Barbra Melera for allowing me to insinuate we were invited and 
attending a surprise 70th birthday party for her. (Of course she is much younger than that) 
 
I am grateful to Pastor Dave and Melody for calling and visiting Richard at Burger King to 
request Richard to “fill in officiating a Prayer, over the meal at Barbara's party” and for 
delivering the easel that held a birthday poster.  
 
Thank you Nancy Kniskern for your time and your efforts in baking our sugar free cupcakes-
everyone enjoyed them.  
 
If you were able to attend the party we truly are grateful and pray you enjoyed this special 
event.  Everyone who sent cards, well wishes or made calls, we want you to know your efforts 
touched Richards heart.  We both were very humbled by everyone’s personal touch! 
 
Last but not least - Thank you Fran VanDuesen for keeping the promise of an 80th birthday 
cake and for the Women of Faith who helped in that effort 
 
God Bless you all, in HIS service we love you, 
 
-Rev. Richard P. Bean & Linda Marie 

 

 
Supporting our Local Food Pantries 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give then to receive” 
 

Please remember that we are continuing to collect food monthly for the various food 
pantries in the local area.  There are many people who are homeless and desperate for 
food in our county. Any items you can provide are greatly appreciated, especially canned 
fruits, canned vegetables, and microwavable prepared meals.  Please bring your items to 
church on the first Sunday of every month.  Thank you for your continued support – we are 
making a difference!   
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July 2018 – Our Steeple is Emerging! 
Our new steeple is under construction and is emerging into a beautiful (and safe) addition to our 
church.  While it hard to let go sometimes of the old, the new arises as a much stronger and more 
beautiful element which will last into the future.  Thank you for your patience with this process, but the 
finished product will be worth it.  Thank you to Matt and Jo Ann Wilms, and Kathy and Phil Davis for 
overseeing this huge project.  Also below is a picture of our new sign being created by John Stiles of 
American Signs.  We will definitely be moving into Fall with a new, updated look!  God Bless! 
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August 12th – 16th, 2018 
 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

265 Main Street 
 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
 

Sponsored by: 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Richmondville United Methodist Church,  

Warnerville Methodist Church, and 
Christian Community Church of Faith 

 
Please join us for Vacation Bible School.  Our theme this year is “Rolling River 
Rampage”.  This is a free two-hour program with a light snack provided.  
Children entering K-6 Grades are welcome to participate in daily readings and 
lessons, along with fun arts and crafts projects and science demonstrations.  
Please join us for an exciting week of Learning, Faith, and Fun! 
 
For more information, please contact St. Paul’s Church office at 518-294-6656 or 
st.pauls.lutheran265@gmail.com 
 
Applications are available at the St. Paul’s Church Office or by email.  
Applications will be accepted until August 3rd, 2018. 


