
   

Christian Community Church of Faith Monthly Newsletter – Issue #32  Page 1 of 8 
   

 

 

October 2018 Newsletter 
 

 

 
Rose Villa Library Ghana, Africa 

Presentation by Dawn LaFlamm 

Sunday, October 7th, 2018 at 1:00 PM at CCC of Faith 

Rose Villa Library in Ghana was once a dream to educate 
children. It is now a reality, due to the perseverance of Dawn 
LaFlamm. It began from a thought to see what poor meant. And 
ended up a totally furnished library with over 12,500 books, As well 
as a bookmobile to three rural, poor schools. 

-Amanda Collins & Mary Lou Haig, Newsletter Editors – 
akcollins309@gmail.com or 518-605-2275.   

If you need directions, please let us know. 
 

Quote of the Month: 

“If we have no possessions we have nothing to lose, nothing to fight over, nothing to fret over,  
nothing more important than people and nothing to give but love.“ (Author Unknown)  

 

Upcoming Events 

October 4 

There will be a chicken and 
biscuit dinner planning meeting 
here at the church at 7 pm 

October 7 

Hymn sing at the church 1 pm 
along with a presentation from 
Dawn LaFlamm on her latest 
trip to Ghana, Africa. Soup and 
bread in the fellowship hall will 
follow. 
 

October 20 

Our annual Chicken and Biscuit 
dinner held at the Lawyersville 
Reformed Church from 4 – 
6:30pm 

December 3 

Quarterly Board of Trustees 
Meeting 6:30 pm at the 
Fellowship Hall 

  

    
     

      
     

    
 

 

Our services are held at 
355 State Route 7 (P.O. Box 93) 

Richmondville, NY  12149 
at 8:30 am Sunday Mornings 

Phone:  518-788-4068 
Our Website is:  www.cccoffaith.org 

Pastor:  Reverend David Houck 
518-827-6386 

Email:  pastordave@midtel.net 
 

mailto:akcollins309@gmail.com
http://www.cccoffaith.org/


   

Christian Community Church of Faith Monthly Newsletter – Issue #32  Page 2 of 8 
   

 

Pastor Dave’s Monthly Message  

Last Words 
 
  Recently I caught part of a radio theatre program that 
was titled ‘Last Words’.  Unfortunately, I missed the program, but 
from what I was able to gather the title was about the last words of 
a man who died unexpectedly.  In the book of James we read 
about the tongue and the power it has to bless and to curse, that it 
cannot be tamed.   
 My curiosity led me to search for famous last words.  It resulted 
in statements made by people who knew they were about to 
die.  The last words were a collection of, as stated above, blessings 
and cursings.   
 In the Bible we are told of the last words of Jesus, who knew he 
was about to die.  There are actually seven statements and they example great compassion and 
humility.  Jesus’ concern for others, Luke23:34 “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
do.”   Jesus’ welcoming the repentant, Luke 23-43 “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me 
in Paradise.”  Jesus’ direction to provide care, John 19:26 “When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and 
the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” 27 Then 
He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own 
home.  Jesus reveals to us the pain of being separated from God, Matthew 27:46 Jesus cried out with 
a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?”  Jesus reveals his humanness, John 19:28 “I thirst!”.  This is from the one who told the woman at 
the well, John 4: 10, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you 
would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 14 whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of 
water springing up into everlasting life.”  Jesus professes His obedience in completing what He had 
been sent to do, John 19:30 He said, “It is finished!”  Jesus spoke with certainty His destiny, Luke 23:46 
“Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.’’   
 My friend Mary shared with me the last words of her late husband, the Reverend George 
Zinsman.  While at a church meeting discussing work to be done on the parsonage, the group asked 
for his thoughts and desires regarding the work to be done. His response - ’Do not build what I want, 
build what you would want your pastors to have’.  Rev Zinsman’s last words were not to benefit self, 
but those who were to come after him.   
 We may or may not know when death is approaching us.  For some it may be at the end of a 
long journey where our bodies are worn out by age or illness. For others it may be suddenly and 
unexpectedly.  Contemplating on these facts and on the instructions from James 3:5-10, we must 
always be aware of what we say for they could be our ‘last words’.  If we are followers of Jesus, if we 
are the body of Christ, would we, will we, be able to speak as Jesus spoke?  Consider the physical 
condition Jesus was in at the time.  Not just the pain, but the struggle just to breathe, which is how 
death came to those crucified.  Yet He was able to speak words that revealed His true nature, both 
His divinity and His humanity.  He connected with us in ways that are still not completely understood 
or appreciated.  He taught us that all of our words should show love and compassion for others so as 
to honor and glorify God, for they just may be our ‘last words’.   
  

 
In God We Trust / ♥ and Prayers, Pastor Dave  
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Member News from our Church & Community  

Our Thoughts and Prayers for Healing Go Out To: 
Kari & Isabella Bean           Dorathea Gaylor                 Sandy Manson 
Margaret Becker                  Joni Gottschalk                   Peg McDonald 
Kelly-House Blackwell       Sarah Hannah                      Robert Meunier 
Krage Brinkman                  Gabby Hughes                    Laura Parslow 
Les Brown                           Hope’s Brother Richard      Howard Rickard 
Margie Davis Decatur         Beverly Kachmarik             Charles Vitale Jr. 
Ray Fernandez         Josephine King                    Carl Wimmler 
Nicholas Zarzana                Peg & Don                           Terri Bradt 
Jill Nirschl                            
 
 
 
  

Our Thoughts and Prayers for those serving in the Military: 
Joshua Bean                     Joseph Witkowski  
 
 

Our Thoughts and Prayers for Families Dealing with Loss: 
(George) Martin Family                                (Josephine) Palmer Family 
(Guy) Rudd Family                                       Family of Lane Proctor 
(Dolores) Kramkowski Family                     Family of William Betz 
 
 
 
 
 
  

B  

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries: 

October Birthdays: 
 

- 6th:   Millie Wiegand 
 

- 11th:  Shane Tessier 

 
- 15th:  Phil Davis 

 
- 20th:  Geoff Haig 

         MaryElla Davenport 
 

- 24th:  Gary Davis 
 

- 25th:  David Houck 

 
- 31st:  Vickie McDonald 

 

 

October Anniversaries: 
- 31st:  Robert & Stephanie   

                Gaylor                     

 
 
 
 
         

      
    

     

If you would like us to send a card to 
someone (thinking of you, get well, etc.) please let Sue 
Davis know so we can keep in touch with those who 
need our thoughts and prayers. 
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C.C.C. of Faith – Women of Faith News 

Submitted by Kelsey Radliff 
 
 
 
The Women of Faith held a meeting on Monday, September 
17th.  On November 2nd and 3rd we will be holding our 1st warm 
clothing giveaway in our church fellowship hall.  Please spread the 
word that there will be clothing available for all ages. On 
December 9th, we will be filling Christmas bags after our church 
service, these bags will be distributed to members of our 
community.  Also on December 9th we are planning to return to 
Stoneview Heights for another fellowship hour, as our visit in June 
was so successful. This month we were able to make donations to 
the Rose Villa Library in Ghana, Africa as well as the Baptist food 
pantry.  
 
 
The food donation item for St. Paul’s Lutheran Church for October 
is Pancake Mix, for those who want to participate.  This is in 
addition to our regular monthly food donation for other local food 
pantries in our community. 
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information 
about the women’s group, please feel free to contact Nancy 
Kniskern, Women of Faith Chairperson at 518-234-2370. 
 
 
Our next meeting will be held on Monday October 15th, 2018 @ 
7:00 pm at the Christian Community Church of Faith.  We have a 
lot of planning to do for our upcoming fall events. We would love to 
have you join us! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“God has given us two hands-one to receive with and the other to give with” 
-Reverend Billy Graham 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visions in Oil Art Show 

 
by 
 

“Hope Morrow Glidden” 
 

at 
 

THE MAIN ROOM 
548 Main Street 
Cobleskill, NY 

Across from COBY’S 
 

Saturday, October 27 and 
Sunday, October 28 

from 
10 AM to 5 PM 
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Pondering from the Pews 

 
"Ice Cream Is Sometimes Good For The Soul" 

(Author unknown) 

Last week I took my children to a restaurant. My six-year-old son asked if he could say grace. As we bowed our heads 
he said, "God is good, God is great. Thank you for the food, and I would thank you even more if Mom gets us Ice Cream 
for dessert. And liberty and justice for all! Amen!" Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, I heard a 
woman remark, "That's what's wrong with this country. Kids today don't even know how to pray. Asking God for Ice 
Cream! Why, I never!" Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me, "Did I do it wrong? Is God mad at me?" As 
I held him and assured him that he had done a terrific job and God was certainly not mad at him, an elderly gentleman 

approached the table. He winked at my son and said, "I happen to know that God thought that was a great prayer.” 
"Really?" my son asked. "Cross my heart." Then in theatrical whisper he added (indicating the woman whose remark 

had started this whole thing), "too bad she never asks God for Ice Cream. A little Ice Cream is good for the soul 
sometimes." Naturally, I bought my kid Ice Cream at the end of the meal. My son stared at his for a moment and then 
did something I will remember the rest of my life. He picked up his Sundae and without a word walked over and placed 
it in front of the woman. With a big smile he told her, "Here, this is for you. Ice Cream is good for the soul sometimes 

and my soul is good already!" 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 

The Wednesday-night church service coincided with the last day of hunting season. Our pastor asked who had bagged a 
deer. No one raised a hand. Puzzled, the pastor said, "I don't get it. Last Sunday many of you said you were missing 

because of hunting season. I had the whole congregation pray for your deer."  

One hunter groaned, "Well, it worked. They're all safe." 

(Author Unknown) 

 
Supporting our Local Food Pantries 

Acts 20:35 “It is more blessed to give then to receive” 
 

Please remember that we are continuing to collect food monthly for the various food pantries in the 
local area.  There are many people who are homeless and desperate for food in our county. Any 
items you can provide are greatly appreciated, especially canned fruits, canned vegetables, and 
microwavable prepared meals.  Please bring your items to church on the first Sunday of every month.  
Thank you for your continued support – we are making a difference!   
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October 2018                             
Our new sign created by John Stiles of American Signs is up. A big thank you to everyone who helped 
with putting it Up! 
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For God so loved the world  
that he gave his one and only Son,  

that whoever believes in him  
shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 
-John 3:16 
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